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S CHEDULE OF S ERVICES
S UNDAY

Morning Bible Class
Morning Worship
Pew Packers
Evening Worship

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

M ID -W EEK

I’M LOOKING FOR

Many thousands of people search out
a new church each year. They often
research congregations in their area,
ask around, and then personally visit
the short list in a month of Sundays.

Allen Webster

Let’s consider some common criteria.

A CHURCH THAT’S
NOT SO…

“I’M LOOKING FOR A CHURCH THAT IS NOT SO DOGMATIC.”

A caustic, callous, censorious approach does not draw men to Jesus—it repels them. A
Savior lifted up on the cross is heaven’s magnet (John 12:32). The church must present its
Tuesday Ladies Class
10:00 AM
message in love (Ephesians 4:15). It has no permission from a loving God to be hateful to
(September—May)
the people He created (1 Peter 1:22; 2:17). No one wants to sit in a cold church—but
Wednesday Bible Class
7:00 PM
_____________________ warm and cozy is hard to leave.

E LDERS

Wes Arabie
Bill Burchett
Howard Goodale

Does this mean that a church should not stand strong for truth? No. Doctrine is important
504-858-2881 (John 8:24; 2 John 1:9–11). The church must teach all the counsel of God (Acts 20:27)
504-393-2409 whether it is popular or unpopular (2 Timothy 4:1–5). It is to defend the gospel
504-272-0502 (Philippians 1:17; Jude 1:3), not compromise it (Galatians 1:8).

Paul was both tolerant and dogmatic, loving and convicted. On the one hand, he refused
Steve Tucker
504-812-2617 to cave to Jewish teachers who wanted to bind outdated laws. He “gave place, no, not for
an hour” (Galatians 2:5). He was also gentle (1 Thessalonians 2:7), tearful (Acts 20:31),
E VANGELISTS
loving (Philemon 1:9), and willing to “spend and be spent” for others (2 Corinthians
Scott Cain
504-392-4110 12:15).
Wes Arabie
504-858-2881
God desires His church to “comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient
E M AIL: office@degaulledrivecoc.com toward all men” but also to “warn them that are unruly” (1 Thessalonians 5:14).

D EACONS

W ORKS S UPPORTED :
Benevolence:

So look for a church that speaks the truth—all of it—in love (Ephesians 4:15).

“I’M LOOKING FOR A CHURCH THAT IS NOT SO JUDGMENTAL.”

Media:

Some grew up in homes with hard fathers and fault finding mothers. Others are in
dysfunctional, abusive relationships. Some have been judged unfairly by peers or society
for so long that they long for a place where they can just be themselves. The last thing
they are looking for is more of the same in the church. Most just long to be loved—and
none of us like to be criticized.

M ISSIONS :

The church is composed of humble, kind people who know their imperfections. Like John
(Revelation 21:1–3), all faithful Christians have a hopeful future, but many, like Paul,
also have a regrettable past (Philippians 3:13). They have made their share of mistakes,
dabbled in more sins than they care to remember, and battled addictions that haven’t gone
down easily. Since “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23), Christians understand, accept,
encourage, and help each other.

Childhaven of Cullman, Alabama
Gospel Broadcasting Network
In Search of the Lord’s Way
The Old Landmarks
The Truth in Love
Budapest, Hungary: Curry Montague,
curry.monta@gmail.com
India: Ron & Karen Clayton
RCIndia@sonet.net
Padova, Italy: Jeff & Tia Brauer Family,
brauer@padovateam.org
Marshall, Texas: Azael & Dinora
Alvarez

P REACHER T RAINING :

Memphis School of Preaching

Christians know that pointing a finger at others leaves three fingers pointing back at
themselves. They long ago memorized Jesus’ admonition, “Judge not, that ye be not
judged” (Matthew 7:1).
On the other hand, all of us should make judgments. The same Lord who said, “Judge
not,” also said, “Judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). Is this a contradiction? No, He
doesn’t forbid judging, but He does forbid unfair, hypocritical judging (Matthew 7:2–5).

The church announces the righteousness of God (Romans 1:16–17;
3:22–25; Hebrews 1:8). It trumpets holiness, values purity, and
endorses clear ethical standards. It urges sowing to the Spirit, and
discourages sowing to the flesh (Galatians 6:7–8). Therefore, some
sermons will encourage us; others will convict us (Acts 2:36–38).
We benefit from both.
So look for a church where you feel welcomed and loved—and
spiritually challenged to grow (1 Peter 2:21–22; 2 Peter 3:18).

“I’M LOOKING FOR A CHURCH THAT DOESN’T
HAVE TOO MANY RULES.“

are stepping back in time? Why read from a Book that our
grandmothers read, sing a hundred-year-old song, or take up a
religion that’s been around for two thousand years?
Good questions, all. For those who haven’t been in a while, we
might point out that songs are still being written and that
technology has arrived in most congregations. Members follow
sermons on their tablets, view PowerPoints in Bible classes,
find verses on smartphones, and listen to sermons on iPods.
At the same time, some things are always in fashion. Fulfilling
man’s basic needs does not go out of style. Every generation
seeks out healthy vegetables, comfortable clothing, affordable
lodging, and pure drinking water. Laughter, working, security,
friends, learning, and relationships never go out of style.

Surely a church has missed the mark if it does not teach and
practice that “the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Romans
14:17). Majoring in minors—meat and drink—can cause people to
So it is with the church. It meets the perennial human needs of
miss majors—rightness with God, peace with others, and joy in the
soul food and salvation. It addresses the inner man that longs to
heart. The weightier matters of the law—judgment, mercy, faith—
understand the big picture and find meaning in life (Ecclesiastes
can be missed while tithing spices (Matthew 23:23).
1; John 10:10). It builds character, helps with relationships, and
prepares one for the afterlife (2 Peter 1:5–8; Ephesians 5:25–33;
None bothered Jesus more than the Pharisees who made up rules
Matthew 25:31–46).
for God and bound them on His people (Matthew 23:4, 13). They
were classic legalists who thought conformity to law alone saved.
The original church has no successor; it needs none. Some
things are more valuable with age. Antiques that originally sold
Paul wrote of them: “Being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
for a few dollars may fetch thousands now. Land an ancestor
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not
purchased for a couple thousand may bring six figures.
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God” (Romans
Established blue chip companies often make better investment
10:3). Salvation is not of works of merit that men should boast
(Ephesians 2:9). More than lip service must be given to the “spirit” sense than a start-up.
of the law (2 Corinthians 3:6–11).
Perhaps the discussion is more nuanced than expected… the
pool a little deeper than it looks on the surface. If this is the
On the other hand, while rules are not an end in themselves, they
kind of church you are looking for, may we invite you to
are necessary. Commands give structure; rules lead to freedom.
Anarchy is the child of lawlessness. No one wants to be part of an consider the church of Christ?
institution or society without rules.
Thank you for being our guest today! Won’t you consider
God gave His Word to be loved, learned, understood, and obeyed— coming back at your next opportunity!
not ignored (James 1:21–25). The whole duty of man is to fear God
- Slightly adpated
and keep His commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13; John 14:15;
Tom Brokaw of NBC News
15:10).
once reported a story about a
Obedience isn’t legalism. Rather, obedience shows that we
Mrs. Louise Horner from
understand the spirit of the law (Psalm 111:10; 1 John 5:1–3).
Maryland, who put an ad in the
Christians are set free in Christ (Romans 14:1, 4), but ironically the
local paper. It read,
Glenn Colley
way God gives liberty is through obeying the truth (John 8:24;
12:48–50; Romans 6:13–17). Submission is key to accessing God’s
Husband for sale, Cheap! Comes equipped with hunting
spiritual treasures (Hebrews 5:8–9; Ephesians 2:8–9). The result
and fishing equipment, two shirts, boots, and black
(liberty) follows the cause (obedience). John wrote, “Hereby we do
Labrador Retriever… but he’s not home much from
know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He that
October to November. (That’s hunting season.)
saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth His word, in him
Mrs. Horner received sixty responses to her ad… and she was
verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in only joking!
Him” (1 John 2:3–5).
Maybe it’s time for husbands to sit up and take notice of the
So look for a church that practices both the spirit and the letter.
amount of time they devote to recreations like hunting. While
“I’M LOOKING FOR A CHURCH THAT IS NOT SO recreation is good and necessary, sometimes we husbands
borrow time that really belongs to our wives and add it to our
OLD-FASHIONED.”
time in the woods.
Americans love their gadgets; none of us want to return to rotary
telephones or typewriters. We are connected; we don’t want to go
Maybe it’s time to put the gun back in the truck and head on
back to waiting for a letter to arrive in the mail. We are mobile;
home.
horses might be a fun weekend, but no one wants to ride one to
work every day.
“Husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving
Why, then, would we want to be part of a church that feels like we honour unto the wife.” 1 Peter 3:7

A HUSBAND
FOR SALE

DEGAULLE DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST

DON’T MISS
IT!!

GOD LOVES
YOU
…& SO DO I.

1 A NNUAL
D E G AULLE D RIVE
C HURCH OF C HRIST

COME & BE WITH US
ALL THIS WEEK!!

TODAY!
FRIENDS & FAMILY DAY
9AM
10AM
11:30AM
6PM

Bible Class
Worship
Potluck Meal
Evening Worship

Monday, April 25th –
Friday April 29
GOSPEL MEETING
With Guest Speaker: Glenn Colley
Each night at 7PM
Christian fellowship & preaching straight from God’s Word

Glenn Colley has been preaching
for 37 years. He has engaged in
foreign mission fields in Africa,
South America, India, & Ukraine,
& he currently serves as the pulpit
minister for the West Huntsville
Church of Christ in Huntsville,
Alabama. Glenn & his wife Cindy
are the authors of books such as
“You’re Singing My Song,” “Your
Mama Don’t Dance,” “Crown of
Creation,” “Women of
Deliverance,” “Get Real,” and
“Headed to the Office.”

ST

FAMILY
RETREAT!

AUGUST 4 -6
TH

TH

Fontainebleau State Park.

This Family Retreat is free of charge & is
open to all members of the DeGaulle Drive
Church of Christ.
Please plan to be part of this wonderful
weekend of fellowship.

1 A NNUAL
D E G AULLE D RIVE
C HURCH OF C HRIST
ST

MEN’S

LEADERSHIP
RETREAT!

OCTOBER 13 -15
TH

TH

Tickfaw State Park

F REE OF CHARGE & for all men of the
DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ.

The Earlier, the Better!

Thursday, October 13th, will be a day of
fellowship, preparation, & enjoying
Tickfaw State Park. Come out early & have
some fun!
We encourage everyone to arrive AS EARLY
th
AS POSSIBLE on Friday, October 14 , as the
men of DeGaulle Drive congregation will
look at how each of us can become the
leader God wants us to be!

Don’t miss out on this
weekend of fellowship &
leadership.

NEWS & NOTES

Attendance

N EW A NNOUNCEMENTS
U PCOM ING E VENTS :
1. S ONG L EADING C LASS : Will meet today at 4:30.
2.
3.
4.

L AST W EEK ’ S
R ECORD
Service
Time

2016 Last
Goal Week

Bible Study

70 86
100 108
60 66
60 57

Sunday AM
F RIENDS & F AMILY D AY /F ELLOW SHIP M EAL : Today, after A.M. worship.
G ENERAL T EACHER ’ S M EETING : May 1 at 4 PM. All teachers are encouraged to attend. Sunday PM
VBS R EGISTRATION : Will begin on May 1 . Parents, please register your children now! VBS Wednesday
st

st

th

th

th

will be June 20 —24 , 9A.M to 11 A.M. for ages 2—6 grade.
5. VBS W ORKSHOP : Saturday, May 7 from 9:30—11:30. All teachers & VBS workers are
encouraged to attend as we will discuss VBS plans & Preparations.

Bible Reading

th

Reading
2016 Last
Plan
Goal Week
Daily Readers 45
35
W ORK N IGHT FOR THE M ASTER : April’s work night produced 181 local letters, 32 World Bible Bible in 2016 45 31
School courses, & 26 cards of encouragement.
NT in 2016
60 41

T HANK G OD

FOR S OFT H EARTS !! : Eugene Carter, Gelanda Riddick, & Louise Sylve all
responded to Christ’s invitation last week with penitent hearts & asking for prayers. Please keep these
dear souls in your prayers & encourage them as we all fight the good fight of faith!

N EEDING C ARE & P RAYERS
Our Members & Visitors
Kenny Cullum: Nephew of John Cullum in Missouri; in a coma in ICU after attacked
by an intruder in his home
Bill & Barbara Burchett
John & Mary Cullum
W illiam Fitzgerald
Family of Dan Joseph
James Lieteau
Meijah Lieteau
Gelanda Riddick
Deanna Royal
Lillie Smith
Family of Debbie Starr

P RIVILEGED TO S ERVE
THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK
A PRIL 24
M AY 1

Sunday AM
Sunday AM
Welcome:
Welcome:
Howard Goodale
Wes Arabie
Prayer:
Prayer:
Jerome Riddick
Ron Landis
Song Lead:
Song Lead:
Our Shut-In
Howard Goodale
Howard Goodale
Communion Scripture: Communion Scripture:
Elwanda Piskorik
Wes Arabie
Paul Macaluso
Mark 15:29-39
Matthew 27:39-50
Our Family & Friends
Lord’s Table:
Lord’s Table:
Roger Ferrell: Scheduled to have another surgery to repair hernia on May 4.
Ron Landis
Paul Macaluso (2)
Joe Peek: Future father-in-law of Will Goodale; is recovering form extensive surgery for Sermon:
Sermon:
diverticulitis.
Scott Cain
Scott Cain
Joby Smith, Jr.: Grandson of Wes & Cheryl Arabie; needs prayers & encouragement.
Dismissal:
His mailing address is on the News & Notes boards. Please send him kind thoughts. Dismissal:
Don Robinson
Don Robinson
Kaiyah Alexander
Nancy Cash
Lisa Cormier
Carol & EJ Fisher
———————
———————
Family of Clinton Greathouse
Family of Buddy Lavern
Sunday PM
Sunday PM
Seth Loy
Mary Macaluso
Welcome:
Welcome:
Family of Quinn Merryman
Allen Morris
Howard Goodale
Wes Arabie
Mia Paige
Carolyn Shelvin
Prayer:
Prayer:
Howard Goodale
Keith Cooper
Song
Lead:
Song
Lead:
Deployed Servicemen
Howard
Goodale
Scott
Cain
Nathan Gillespie: Nathan, Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are serving in Japan.
Lord’s Table:
Lord’s Table:
Ron Landis
Paul Macaluso (2)
Sermon:
Sermon:
Reading:
1Cor
11-12
Wes Arabie
Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain. Please supply regular
Dismissal:
Dismissal:
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer list up-to-date. For the sake of
space, any name (except for shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update
Roland Keith
Jerome Riddick
is received. Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs
of our members, friends, & family.

