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WORKSSUPPORTED

Benevolence
Childhaven of Cullman, Alabama

Media:

Gospel Broadcasting Network
In Search of the LordOs Way
The Old Landmarks

The Truth in Love

MISSIONS
Budapest, Hungary Curry Montague,
curry.monta@gmail.com

India: Ron & Karen Clayton
RCIndia@sonet.net

Padova,ltaly: Jeff & Tia Brauer Family,
brauer@padovateam.org

Marshall, Texas Azael & Dinora
Alvarez

PREACHERIRAINING

Memphis School of Preaching

Family is an essential part of Gor
design for mankind. It is where a
husband& a wife are united as or
bbby God. A primary reason for tt
design is for two souls to help on

CHRISTMAS ON
SUNDAY:
WHAT AN ahot.her go to.heaven (1 Qathians
OPPORTUNITY! 7‘.16, 1 PeteB:1-2). Another

reason for family is to rear childre
: Oin the trainingrad admonition of

Steve Vice the LordO (Ephesia6:4). The
legacy of faithful children speaks well of parents leading by teachiby example.

Faithful parents seek opportunities to teach, t€aime an example of faithfulness t
the family. Impressing upon children the necessity of putting God, t&hiis
church first is necessary everyday of their lives. What better opportunity to do
than when Christmas Day falls on Sunday. So many family members, loved or
neighbors& friends will not go to worship at all. Some will only go tin@rning
worship service& skip Bible clas® afternoon or evening worship. But faithful
Christians have an opportunity to demonstrate that God is truly first in their live

Christmas on Sunday is an opportunity to demonstrate to f&nibyed ones your
priorities. Yes indeed, family is important, but God is first. Family activities are
time for joy, but God is the source of the Ounspeak&bktérnal joy (1 Petr 1:8;
Matthew25:21).

Christmas on Sunday is an opportunity to show your family that you are seekir
kingdom of heaven first, above all else (k& 6:33).

Christmas on Sunday is an opportunity to honor Jesus' Bdou shall worship
the Lord your God and Him only shall you serveO {Mat4:10).

And, Christmas on Sunday is an opportunity to dematesto God where your hee
lies. Family activities can be planned around scheduled worship to God. And i
canOt, then you, by your absence from the family, can be a living sermon to th
sermon that may make all the difference in eternity to gwails.

Which is most important; to honor the blessing, or the one who gave the bless
is God who blessed you with your fam&yloved ones. Say to your fami& loved
ones, OCome with ngelet us, as a family, thank God for every blessing He has
given so generously.O

Christmas on Sunday fluctuates between &, Bl year cycles. The next time this
will happen will be 2022. Christmas is not a OHoly DayO as many in the world
believe. The Bible nowhere speaks of OChristmasO or of a celebratigistdhh

birth on subsequent anniversaries of His birth. On the other hand, the Bible do
speak about Othe LordOs day.O God has also given us instruction, saying, Of
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting me another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approachlngC
(Hebrews 10:25). What is more important, manOs traditions, or GodOs instruc

Take full advantage of this great opportunity.




KEEPING It is that time of year again! Ligh& other decorations of refd green adorn our housé&spublic
buildings. Malls& shopping centers are filled to capacity with eager shoppers in search of the p
JESUS gifts for their friends& loved ones. December 25th is recognized by many as Othe mostfwbnd
IN THE time of the yearO because of the gingeceiving of gifts& the drawing together of family. B
MANGER However, to many the significance of this holiday is the celebratiogcognition of the SaviorOs bi
[although we do not know the date of JesusO birth, nor are we commanded by God to set asid
Steven Rodgers  official observance of ChristOs birth as a holiday]. Though it is wonderful when one chooses t(
upon the life of our brd here on earth, for many this is the only time of year where such a refled
made. It also seems as though more attention is given to the ONativity SceneO than to the proceeding life of Closis
tends to be on the infant rather thanoe was to become.

By the actionst priorities of the majority of society, it seems as though they would like to keep the Lord in the manger.

The account of Christls birth is fundamental to the Gospel. When Matthew began recording the beginning tiecGizspel
he wrote Gow the birth of Jesus Christ was on this Wigdatthew 1:18). It was precisely on that wise that the Lord!s
incarnation as man was foretold by the prophets of old, thow &l this was done, that it might be fulfilled whichsvepoken
of the Lord by the proph@&t(Matthew 1:22). The writer then quotes the words of the prophet in Isaiah 7:14 which gave
the event. In addition to the fulfillment of prophecy, this account is significant because of the humble naitutertf.H
However, too many focus on this portion of His life as if there were no more to it. They would rather see baby Jesutht
man Who cleared the temple of the moneychangers or Who later brought the price of sin to manQOs attentigrmakfter a
would owe no gratitud®no personal responsibilito an infant in a manger.

What if there were no more to the life of Christ than His miraculous &ittimble beginning? While these things are inde
important& beautiful, they are but a sthpart of the vast mosaic which is the account of 8aviorOkfe. When the angel of
the Lord appeared unto Joseph in a dream, he was told to name the child Jesus, Ofor He shall save His people from {
(Matthew 1:21). After leaving the mangéhe child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace o
was upon Hir® (Luke 2:40). He began His ministry at the age of thirty, tea@hjrgaching the gospel of the kingdom,

confirming the message by healing (Matthew 4235; cf. Mark 16:20). Throughout His life He remained sinless, a qual
which enabled Him to carry out His mission to be our sin offering (2 Corinthians 5:21). This sacrifice was realized wh
selflessly gave Himself to die on the cruel cross di/@w#. If the child had never left the manger, there would be no hope
salvation for us. When one limits his view of Christ to the precious little babe in Bethlehem, he doesn!t see Who the g
becamek all that He did for mankind.

Rgrhaps while leang the Lord in the manger, many also choose to leave the seeking up to the sh&phagils It is essentig
to oneOs salvation that he seek the Lord. On one occasion our Lotdagaith®way, the truth, and the life: no man comet
unto the Father, biby Méd (John 14:6). The Hebrews writer stated twith@ut faith it is impossible to pleagém: for he tha
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently s@efHdbrews 11:6, emp. adde
Therefore in ader to be reconcile@ rewarded one must seek the Son! This can be done in the obedience of His Word.
clearly seen in JamesQ assessmentdhbiigown will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind effrfiits
of His credure<D (James 1:18). Every Decembé't gfultitudes of people celebrate the miraculous birth of Jesus, never t
the Savior He became, but instead to seek worldly ple@sueeelry onlysix days lateNew YearOs Eve)

When one leaves the Lord in the man§eeaves the seeking to the shepherds, it only follows that he would leave the off
up to the magi. Christmas pageafitsarols throughout the country recount how the wise men made their journey to Jeg
guidedby a star, bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Many acknowdedgeept this account without so much a
asking themselves, OWhat do | have in offering to the Lord?O Man is expected to render his reverent service to thle L
wrote in hi epistle to the Romand, li@seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodie
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable sénjice

(Romans 12:1). In addition to offering oneself by living fomHone must

continually give an offering of praise worship in spirit& in truth (John M EM BERS& VISITORS
4:24). It was a command when the Holy Spirit through the hand of Paul | Thank you for being here today. Your presen
proclaimed, Oet the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teachjif§jcouragess all. Please take a moment to comy
and admonishingne another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, | &n attendance card from the pew in front of yo
singing with grace in your hearts to the L&@dColossians 3:16). Because

the righteous seek the home prepared for them, they mifist e AI I"#$%#&'" | I""H
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the frdibar lips giving e "

thanks to His nant@ (Hebrews 13:15). I"#$  1"UIVLH BB

It is precious when one chooses to meditate on the birth of his8Lord " "

Savior no matter what day of the year it happens to be. In fact, ChristOg ! #$ ! #####

entire life should be the focus of your daily meddatfor as long as the |""#$%%| '7########&-@##

breath is within you. When the Savior statéus3cup is the new testament
in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrandd@0 it was | $ $ NEWN BbHdARd 1A 70131

a practice to be done on the first day of every week (1 Corinthians 11:25cr .
1 Corinthians 16:2; Acts 2:42; 20:7). Let us focus on His whole life often, Thank you for helping us as we seek to
always remembering His sacrifi@what it means for mankind. each other in the way of the Lord!




INEWS & INOTES

LAST WEEKQ®

RECORD
Attendance
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS Service 201€ Last
UPCOMING EVENTS: Time Goal Week
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet today at 4:30PM. Bible Study 70 47
2. WORK NIGHT : Will be December 21 Please join us to help with this evangelistic effort. ||Sunday AM 1 76
3. DESSERTFELLOWSHIP : The sixth annual desséellowship hosted by the Cain family will p8unday PM 6 44

on December 2lafter work night. A littte OMerry Christmie@ the Cain family to yours.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Charles & Pam White will soon celebrate theiradsthiversary. Their

daughters are planning a surprise & they could use our help. Please see Scott or Melissa f¢ R

4.

SPECIAL MI1SSIONS COLLECTION !!: To God be the glory as Hmntinues
DeGaulle Drive for Hisvilll The Special MisshsCollection, which will bthe

2017,is currently $11,735Any desiring to add to the Special Missions collectiomeaka chech
or envelope as OMissionsO & give it to Howard qroMest it into the collectiotray.

NEw ADDRESSES: These addresses areailablen the online directory

Wednesday 60 49

to use His church gt

missions budgédr

[a}}
s

as well.

Bible Reading

eading 201¢€ Last
Plan Goa Week

Daily Reader 45 28
Bible in 2016% 4
NT in 2016

Louise Fitzgerald Bill Burchett

Silver Arrow Estatd8Rm. 326 | C/O Lawana Maxwell

2601 S. Elm Place 7675 Foster Ridge Rd.
Broken Arrow, OK 74012 Germantown, TN 38138052

Sandy Jones
824 Avenue G
Marrero, LA 70073

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS
Our Members & Visitors

Mary Cullum Was admitted t®@chsnefWest Bank on Wednesday & was able to d

home Saturday evening. She is improving but misses everyone.

The Landis FamilyIs going through very difficult times. Pray especially for Rof

PaulaOs grandson, Ronnie.

Ann RobertsIs home & recovering after having knee replacement surgery. She
the church for all of the cards, calls, & food.

Latonya WashingtorHer stegather passed away.

Family of Barbara Burchett Louis Fitzegerald
Yvette James Sandy Jones
Meijah Lieteau James Lieteau

Our Shutin

Elwanda Piskorik

Our Family & Friends

Family of Derice BaileyFriend of Tamieka Suazo; Derick®svas tragically taker

on Friday, December“2She leaves behind ayi€ar old daughter &yfear old son.

Family of Ed Fitzgeralddusband of Louise Fitzgerald; passed away last Tuesd

Keith Kreppein: Friend of Gelanda Riddick; is recovering froheart attack.

Family of Rex MilbournGrandfather of Melissa Cajpassed away last Sunday
morning.

Tim Torres: Sonin-law of Ron & Paula Landis; his grandmotiesseaway recently

Kaiyah Alexander
Mike Burchett
Sandra Martin
Adam Rose

Family of John Briggs
Ed Fitzgerald

Mary Macaluso

Family of Joyce Sisson

Deployed Servicemen

Nathan GillespieNathan, Dawn, Tempe, & Dalton are stationed in Charleston,

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

Howard Goodale
Communion Scripture:

THIS WEEK | NEXT WEEK
DECEMBER 18| DECEMBER25
Sunday AM Sunday AM

Welcome: Welcome:

Steve Tucker Howard Goodale
Prayer: Prayer:

Keith Cooper Wes Arabie
Song Lead: Song Lead:

Howard Goodale
Communion Scripture:

Jerome Riddick

Heb. 1:16
Lord’s Table:

Ron Landis
Sermon:

Scott Cain

Dismissal:
Don Robinson

Sunday PM
Welcome:

Steve Tucker

Prayer:
Paul Macaluso (2)

Song Lead:
Wes Arabie

Lord’s Table:
Ron Landis

Sermon:
Scott Cain

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain. Please suppl
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer ligi-dgte. For thesake of
space, any name (except for shs} will be removed after four weeks unless a new u
is received. Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical
of our members, friends, & family.

| Dismissal:
Roland Keith

Roland Keith

Heb. 1:813
Lord’s Table:

Ron Landis
Sermon:

Scott Cain

Dismissal:
Ron Landis

Sunday PM
Welcome:

Howard Goodale

Prayer:
Jerome Riddick

Song Lead:

Paul Macaluso (2)
Lord’s Table:

Ron Landis
Sermon:

Readings: Mark -B
Dismissal:

John Cullum
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