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EMAIL: office@degaulledrivecoc.com

WORKS SUPPORTED:

Benevolence:
Childhaven of Cullman, Alabama

Media:

Gospel Broadcasting Network
In Search of the Lord’s Way
The Old Landmarks

The Truth in Love

MISSIONS:

Budapest, Hungary: Curry Montague,
curry.monta@gmail.com

India: Ron & Karen Clayton
RCIndia@sonet.net

Padova, Italy: Jeff & Tia Brauer
Family, brauer@padovateam.org

Marshall, Texas: Azael & Dinora
Alvarez

PREACHER TRAINING:
Memphis School of Preaching

The prospect of being in heaven without
someone dear to us is a troublesome thol
Will everyone in heaven have survivorOs
guilt? How heartless, it would seem, to en
heaven if people we love dearly are being
continually tomented in hell. We would
never dream of going on a vacation and
having the time of our lives when a close
loved one in the hospital.

HERE ARE FOUR SOLUTIONS
PEOPLE OFFER:

How CAN I BE

HAPPY IN
HEAVEN

IF MY LOVED ONE

ISIN HELL

Allen Webster

OPTION #1: HEAVEN IS NOT HEAVEN.

This is the position of the atheist who lovesis® this question against Christianity,
believing it reinforces that heaven is a myth. Instead, this simply reinforces the serig
of Christianity, evangelism, and personal choice. This life is not a game; judgment is
joke; eternity in hell is no laghing matter. Is it possible that heaven is overhyped? Pa]
says that heaven is faetter than anything her®@lfilippians 1:2823; 2 Corinthians 5:8
God said it offers fullness of joy forevermofes@lm 16:11 We will be fully satisfied the
(Psalm 17:1p

OPTION #2: HELL IS NOT HELL.

This is the view of liberal theologians. Most denominational seminary professors do
believe in a literal hell. They may ascribe to some semblance of faith but do ethéak
Bible literally. They advance two views that take OhellO out of hell.

¥ Since hell was prepared for the devil and his andégthew 25:41}, it is not for man,
After a person igudged unfit for heaven, then God, in a final act of mercy, will sin
cause each sinner to cease to exist.

¥ God is too loving to send anyone to hell; therefore, everybody goes to heaven.

Variations include a partial punishment, but in the end, univeedaation.

While these theories may appeal to our sympathies, there is no support for them in
Scripture. In the great judgment scene Jesus pictured, all people are assembled, jug
separatedMatthew 25:3846). Were all invited to heaven? Were any destroyedizf e
will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting

 fire prepared for the devil and his angels’... these will go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into eternal lifeQ (25: 4ﬂ)46) The same sentence that puts the saved
heaven puts the lost in hell. If the fires of hell were to go out, then the light of heavel
also be switched off.

OPTION #3.: CHRISTIANS IN HEAVEN WILL NOT REMEMBER LOST LOVED ONES.

This view says that heaven wonOt know the parallel universe of hell exists. Scriptur
in support of this include

¥ Deuteronomy 28.9: OBlot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.O
¥ Psalm 9:50Blotted out their name forever and ever.O
¥ Psalm 69:280Be blotted out of the book of the living.O
¥ Psalm 109:130Let their name be blotted out.O

These passages seem inconclusive, since they discuss being forgotteretgdntration
on earth or names being blotted out of the Book of Life.

It is sometimes explained that just as memories fade here over time, they will fade t
Who was your thiregrade school teacher? Can you name any classmates? What gra
you m&e? What clothes did you wear? Those memories are gone. People and actiy
were important in the life of a ningearold life seem insignificant now.

God could do it this way, but it is hard to imagine the God of light solving a problem




ignorance. HeavenOs joy would depend on ignorance. This view s 2" ANNUAL
unlikely for these reasons: DEGAULLE DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST

First, failing memory is associated with immaturity and senility. Ad F R
remember many years later what small children cannot recollect, AM I LY ETR EAT
although they shared the exjggrce. Will our perfected new bodies

(Philippians 3:2821) have brains that know less than the old ones? AUG UST 1UH -D12TH

God give all of us the dreadful AlzheimerOs disease in heaven? .
g Fontainebleau State Park

Second, memories tend to deepen joy. One who has suffered hung FREE OF CHARGE& open to all members of the
appreciates common food more than one who has always had ple ~ DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ.
father with memories of many layoffs cherishes a stable job. Know

of sacrifices and persecutions will make heaven wvee Please plan to ltere & to be a part of this chance

Third, throughout the Bible God has shown interest in our memorie make memoriesogether going apart & resting as
makes sure we do not forget events like the Flood (rainbow); the E| GodOs family!

(Passover); the time of Esther (Purim); and the cross (communion _
Although the rich man was in tormentseaftieath, he still remembere DonOt miss out on this weekend of fellowshi
having five brothers.

Fourth, Paul says that believers will be rewarded when those they 2 ANNUAL

remain faithful, and they will lose the reward for those who fall awajilPA=lCZ NP\ =R e3: V) et Nel N o 1 )
This verse seems to imply they will remembeQorinthians 3:1215).

It seems more likely that we shall be comforted by knowing more r M E N @ L EAD E RSH I P
than less.
OPTION #4: HEAVEN IS HEAVEN; HELL IS HELL; WE REMEMBER, AND WE RET R E AT
ARE STILL HAPPY.
God’s love is the pattern. Three truths must be considered: First, si O CTO B E R 1 ZH _14_TH

God loves all, He loves our loved ones. He loves them more than

since His love surpasses any of which we are capabla(3:161 Joh Berry Creek Cabins, Bogalusa, LA

4:8). FREE OF CHARGE& open toall men of the
o . DeGaulle Drive Church of Christ.

Second, some of those God loves will miss heBveitlions of them, fa

more than wil make it Matthew 7:1814). I"HSYo& S+ HS, H+8H -
Third, God is happy in heaven (Oblessédl@nothy 1:11 6:15). 1".'/0&1*$23+45#$67, will be a day of fellowship,
) preparation, & enjoying the area. Come out early &
herefore, we may conclude that in heaven, God can make us hap have some fun!
wipe awayeverytear (cf.Revelation 717; 21:4).
GOD’S PROMISE IS THAT NOTHING WILL MAR OUR JOY. All are encouraged to arrive AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE on

In Revelation 7:1B17, John pitures heaven as a perfect environmerjie 0&1*$23+45#'$6%s we will look at how each of
us can become the leaders God wants us to be!

¥ Before the thrond perfect fellowship;

¥ Serve him day and nigltperfect service; ~ . . :
¥ He...shall dwell with thef perfect peace; DonOt miss out on this weekend of fellowship
¥ They shall hunger no md¥eperfect provision; leadership.

¥ Sun shall not strike thefhperfect protection; .

¥ The Lamb shall lead the¥hperfect guidance; to spoil heaven for those who go. C. S. Lewis observed
¥ God shall wipe away all ted¥sperfect joy{1] that hell does not have veto power over heaven.

Jesus promised, OYou now have sorrow; but | will see you again and>OD’S JUSTICE WILL BE UNIVERSALLY
your heart willrejoice, and your joy no one will take from youdohn =~ RECOGNIZED. _ _ .
16:22. If sorrow over lost loved ones ruins heavenOs bliss, then no dideaven, our perspective will change. The old dider

could be happy there, because every Christian hasyfamembers, former thing®\ will have passed awayRgvelation 21:}
friends, neighbors, or erring brethren, who die in sin. Jesus explain o » PrrsPECTIVE OF SIN WiLL CHANGE.
would be the case: As sin has affected man physically, it has dulled his

Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came not to seRffception of absolute holiness. Constantly surround
peace, but a sword. For | am come to set a man at variance aga Sin, even Christians do not comprehend the magnituc
father, ad the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in l2&Yil or appreciate how heinous sin is. In a sinless stat
against her mother in law. And a manOs foes shall be they of hic Will have a clearer viewf the hideous nature of rebellit
household. He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not  against God.

worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than ket ; N wi

worthy of Me. And he that taketh not his cross, and foIIow_e_th afterrseypmurs?ézegfc Stizltierqar?ecaevg;{sg?ewvulebtﬁi;ekp(l)a;cggot())yda hol
Me, is not worthy of Me. He that findeth his life shall.lose it: and h‘f:)eople(') who never worship their Creator, refuse to
that loseth his life for My sake shall find Matthew 10:3£39). surrender to the Lord Jesus, and practice sia for

Imagine that a rich citizen hosts a banquet for the community. As ondifetime. Jesus said, OThere is none good but one, th
gets a plate, a neighbor says, OThis rich guy is showing off. 10m notGodO Matthew 19:17. OThere is not a just man upon
going to eat a single bite.O While his bitterness at the hostOs geiee €arthOEcclesiastes 7:30There we will no longer have
regrettable, this should not stop the other citizen from enjoying the ~any illusion that sinners are good without Christ.

meal.Similarly, those who stubbornly forfeit heaven will not be allowed |t is not the case that any person deserves to go to hi

)
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LAST WEEK®

INEWS & INOTES

RECORD
Attendance
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS Service 2017 Last
UPCOMING EVENTS: Time  Goal Week
1. SONG LEADING CLA§S: Will meet today at 5:00 PM. Bible Study 7() 59
2. GENERAL TEACHER@ MEETING: TODAY at 4PM. All teachers are encouraged to atte||Sunday AM 100 90
we will discuss promotion Sunday & the beginning of a new school year. Sunday PM 60 55
Wednesday 60 56
PLEASEHELP RESTOCK THE PANTRY: Items needed include canned tuna, chicken, Vienfla o le Readin
sausages, several boxed meals (tuna helper, chicken helper, kit meals, etcE), spaghetti sauicewith - g
meat, soups, & cereals. We are fully stoékédve no room fopasta, rice& beans. Rg?gr']ng é%lal\ ng:L

W ORK NIGHT FOR THE MASTER: JulyOs work night produced 182 local mailings, 34 card
encouragments, & 24 World Bible Schoobrespondence courses. Thanks to all wtiendedl

ADDRESSCHANGE: Bill Burchett©s new address Bill Burchett

[4a)

Daily Readeré 45 28
Bible in 2017 45 31

c/o South Breeze

3168 Hacks Crod3d Apt. A6

Memphis, TN 38125

NT in 2017 60 37

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS
Our Members & Visitors.

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

_ : , THIS WEEK | NEXT WEEK
James Cobetteslas had walking pneumonia for several weeks.
Stephen Goodale:His coworker(Kian) has a cousin that was recently stabbed.
Paul & TeNeal MacalusoAre expecting their first bundle of joy Februdry Bhey AucusT 06 AUGUST 13
ask for prayers in the days & months to come. Sunday AM Sunday AM
Mary Cullum Sandy Jones Welcome: Welcome:
Kacie Landis Family of Margaret Rodney T mwar T \Wee Arahi
Lorraine Stephen ) Howard Goodale ) Wes Arabie
rayer: rayer:
Paul Macaluso (2) Nicklas Smith
Our Shut-In Song Lead: Song Lead:
Elwanda Piskorik Howard Goodale Howard Goodale
. . Communion Scripture: |Communion Scripture:
OK”r. Fil]lzll[v&fniyds e to returm Ron Landis Steve Tucker
aiyahAlexander:Was able to return home. ) .
The Family of Larry BlackburnCousin of Margaret Spahpassed away last weeg Eph. 1:3,7 Acts 20:28
The Family of Carl JosepFRatherindlaw of Patricia Joseph; passed away last || Lord’s Table: Lord’s Table:
Wednesday. He was a great source of encourageméattfizia since they lost D Ron Landis RonLandis
This is another very difficult loss for their family. S . S .
Paul MeachamGospel preacher & teacher at Amridge University; recovering afff >¢rmon. sermon.
surgery to remove a brain tumor on Monday; is at home but experiencing paiff ~ Scott Cain Scott Cain
SkylarNicoulin & Family Coworker of Stephen Goodale; is charged with negligl Dismissal: Dismissal:
homicide in the fatal shooting of his friend. T Turane T Dan Pahi
The Famély of Frances ZorrFormer member at DeGaulle Drive; passed away| R%)E%E%r&lhelemy I%OIQIKITNOEII:\JIEIOH
July 15in Sylacauga, AL.
Kaiyah Alexander Sue & TomGibilterra Sunday PM Sunday PM
Mary Jo Knight Benjamin Macaluso Welcome: Welcome:
Sandra Martin Tristan & Meagan McCann Howard Goodale Wes Arabie
Terry Mathieu ) ]
Prayer: Prayer:
Roland Keith Roland Landis
Song Lead: Song Lead:
e Paul Macal 2 Wes Arabi
Our Deployed Military Personnel aul Macaluso (2) es Arabie
X Lord’s Table: Lord’s Table:
Vauchelle DeArmasker address is: Spc Dearmas Vauchell, 1086 Trans CO, A " Ron Landi " Ron Landi
AE 08366. She is in Kuwait on the base & will be there until time for her miss on Landis on Landis
Irag & Afghanistan. Sermon: Sermon:
Scott Cain Scott Cain
Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain. Pleaseguapl| Dismissal: Dismissal:
updates on each individual in order to keep our prayer ligi-dgte. For the sake of Nicklas Smith Jerome Riddick
space, any hame (except for shsj will be removed after four weeks unless a new u
is received. Thank you for helping us all to stay informed gpitfitea & physical need:
of our members, friends, & family.




Every sinner deserves to go to hell. Jesus said, OHe that bel
not is condmned already, because he hath not believed in thg
name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men lovg
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were & (
3:18019). There will be no one in hell who does not deserve t
there; at the same time, there will be no one in heaven who
deserves to be there. In heaven, we will not marvel at how ggq
peoplewent to hell but at how bad people (albeit forgiven) got
into heaven.

OUR PERSPECTIVE OF JUSTICE WILL CHANGE.

Every time God renders a judgment of come or go, it will be t
right decision Matthew 25:3£83; Genesis 18:25 No one will
second guess the One who knows all, loves all, and did all to
salvation possible.

All angels, saints, and margywill praise His judgment on that
day. John wrote, OAfter these things | heard a great voice of
people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: for true and righte
are his judgments®é¢velation 19:fP). GodOs righteousness w
be vindicatedJohn 5:2229; Romans 2:616; 12:19 2

Thessalonias 1:789; Revelation 6:911; 18:1919:3 20:11015).

We will nod in approval at GodOs decisions, even in cases 0
we knew and loved on earth. Consider three illustrations that
we already sometimes do this on earth. Imagine a young mal
lands a good job. His parents are pleased. But they notice aff
few weeks that he is late to work a couple of times a week. T
encourage him to do better, lest he be fired. Then they hear t
laid out one Friday to go fishing with his friends. Thalk
strongly to him about his priorities. Nonetheless, he continue
careless habits. His employer is patient but eventually lets hii
The parents are not angry with the employer; they support th
decision 2 Thessalonians 3:)0

When Christian parents have a married child break up his/he
marriage with adultery, they support the innocent/slaughter
in-law instead of their own child because justice prevails ove
enotion (Matthew 19:9.

Nadab and AbihuOs relatives did not uncover their heads or
their clothes (acts of public mourning), lest it appear to others
they disagreed with Godfighteous judgment in their punishmg
(Leviticus 10:6.

OUR PERSPECTIVE OF GOD WILL CHANGE.

This is what we know: God does not send people to hell. Sin
people to hell. Rejectivof the gospel sends sinners to hell. G¢
wants absolutely no one to go to h&kgkiel 18:2318:32 John
3:17; 1 Timothy 2:34; 2 Peter 3:B He wants that so much that
He was willing for Jesus to be beaten, mocked, and hanged
Cross.

Jesus, the appointed Judge, wept over Jerusaleke (19:4) and
still pleads for all to come to HinMatthew 11:2830). In some
fashion, God gives everyone an opportunity to be saketh@ns
1:182:16). OIf any man will do his will, he shall know of the
doctrineOJohn 7:17.

OUR PERSPECTIVE ON LIBERTY WILL CHANGE.

In view of allthis, who could suggest that God is unrighteous
punishing unrepentant sinners? Justice demands punishmen
someone must pay for every personOs sins. Either a sinner |
Jesus pay for his sins, or God lets the sinner pay for them hir
in hell. C. SLewis wrote, OThere are only two kinds of peoplé
the end: those who say to God, OThy will be done,O and tho
whom God says, in the en,hy will be done.O All that are in
hell, choose it.Q]

We might be tempted to say to one we love, Ol donOt want h

> Essentially, it says, OYou are my god. | would rather have yg

2dmore than we love Him (Matthew 10:37. God is the greatest

if you are not there.O That might sound like love, but it is idol

—

than the true God Qsus warned us not to love our loved ones

conceivable Good; therefore, keeping our families but losing

would be evil. Sadly, i& family member rejects the gospel, the

he chooses to separate himself from Christian family membe
o€lternity.

God honors manOs autonomy by giving him complete discre
over his destiny. God gives people freedom to follow Him in |
and live with Hm in eternity. He also gives them freedom from
heHis rules in life and from Himself in eternity.

—_ =

God does not overrule bad decisions. Though todayOs cultur
emphasizes gender equality, some laws offensive to women
remain on the books. These laws allowedtadr and a husbang
overrule the decision of a daughter or wife if he thought she V
making a bad choice. God thought highly enough of us to let
make a choice and live with the consequeNcas incredible
compliment.

THE OMNISCIENCE OF GOD ASSURES US THAT HE
HAS A SOLUTION.
Richard Baxter wrote,
My knowledge of that life is small, The eye of faith is dim;
But itOs enough that Christ knows all, And | shall be with H

jepgd does all things righGenesis 18:25 He never fails at
h&nhything. Perhaps, therefore, our attempts to search out a re
e beside the point. It boils down to the fact that we do not n
to figure out heaven for God. He is fully capable of keeping H
promisethat heaven will be filled with joy, bliss, comfort, peac
love, and perfectionrRevelation 7:1721:4). If God can speak th
sun into existence; if He can see every thought of every hum
mind at the same time; if He can create the human eye with i
137,000,000 lighsensitive cells, then He can handle our eterr
r well-being[3] Can we trust an afpowerful, altloving God?

~

— <

Mm — ~ O

jO))

Our limited human perspective cannot conceive an awesome
heaven without our loved ones, but once weimieeavenGod
will make all clear to us. An eternity of worship may sound bg
teaow because we are thinking of human physical activity, but
thinking makes heaven about us. Heaven is not primarily abg
our happiness, it is about God. Our primary focus will be God
glory, not expectations of human happiness.

— —

We cannot fully understand heaven until we get there, but we
know it will surpass all humaexpectations because God has
dpromised complete joy and contentment. Knowing that shoul
motivate us to share the gospel of Christ with family, friends,

neighbor#\ yea, even the whole world. When we do, we
pruaderstand both our opportunities and limitatioffe can pray fd
the lost, share the gospel with them, and plead with them, but
cannot make the choice for them.

L

This is even true of the sovereign God. God does not desire
perish (L Timothy 2:34; 2 Peter 3:3 yet many will perish in the
unbelief Matthew 7:13. Jesis went to the cross to offer salvat
to all (1 John 2:2, but many purchased tickets will never be
picked up and used.

forhink of heaven today. Speak of heaven today. Live fovdrea
t; today.

3tﬁ] Jim Massey.
[2] The Great Divorce. 1946, p. 72.
De[éf Ray Comfort.

- Slightly Adapted




