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May 20, 2018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
4700 GENERAL DEGAULLE DRIVE
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70131
www.DegaulleDriveCOC.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY
Morning Bible Class
Morning Worship
Pew Packers
Evening Worship

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

MID-WEEK
Tuesday Ladies Class
10:00 AM
(September – May)
Wednesday Bible Class
7:00 PM

_____________________

ELDERS

Wes Arabie
Howard Goodale
Steve Tucker

504-858-2881
504-319-3572
504-812-2617

504-392-4110
504-858-2881

EMAIL:
office@degaulledrivecoc.com

WORKS SUPPORTED:
Benevolence:

Childhaven of Cullman, AL

Media:

Gospel Broadcasting Network
In Search of the Lord’s Way
The Old Landmarks
The Truth in Love

MISSIONS:

Budapest, Hungary: Curry
Montague
curry.monta@gmail.com
India: Ron & Karen Clayton
RCIndia@sonet.net
Marshall, Texas: Azael & Dinora
Alvarez

PREACHER TRAINING:

Under Old Testament Law, if you wanted to get on God’s bad side, then mistreat a
widow (Deuteronomy 10:18; 14:29; 24:17; Psalm 94:6; Isaiah 1:17; Malachi 3:5). He
saw Himself as the judge & supporter of widows (Psalm 68:5; 146:9; Proverbs 15:25).
In the New Testament, concern for widows was an emphasis of the early church (Acts
6:1–6; 9:36–43). It is essential for pure religion (James 1:27; Galatians 6:10).
In writing to Timothy, Paul considers the question of who should receive support
from church funds (1 Timothy 5:3–16). (To “honor” widows meant to assist them
financially.[1]) A key principle is “do not let the church be burdened” (5:16). Paul gives
three filters for the church to use before “enrolling” widows in an ongoing support
program (cf. Acts 6:1–6). (“Taken into the number” is important in understanding 1
Timothy 5. It means “to be enrolled & put on the list.”[2]) These would not necessarily
be filters for other benevolent situations (Galatians 6:10; James 1:27).

FIRST FILTER: FAMILY (1 Timothy 5:4, 8, 15).
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ALLEN WEBSTER

Concern for the underprivileged & vulnerable has always
mattered to God. Three such categories in every society
in every generation are immigrants (strangers), orphans,
& widows. This study pertains to the third group.

Memphis School of Preaching

Does the widow have family to take care of her needs? God’s rule was a widow
should not get help from the church if she can get help from her family. It is a duty of
children to take care of their parents in their old age. If she had no living (or loving)
children, then grandchildren[3] were to step in (5:4). Widows had every right to
expect this, for this is God’s plan. “Honor your father and your mother” (Exodus
20:12; Ephesians 6:1–3), includes benevolent responsibilities. If anyone refuses to
provide for his own extended family, especially his household (spouse, children,
parents), he “is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5:8).
How does this principle apply? Ancient societies did not have retirement pensions,
Social Security, or nursing/assisted living homes. Today these make it less likely that
families will have to step in, but it does not relieve the obligation when there is a
need. We must honor parents & grandparents by providing for their needs. Paul did
not specify how families should relieve widows.
• Some may simply give money to the widow.
• Some children may take the widow into their home. Yet not every Christian
family is able to take in another person, & not every widow wants to live with
her children.
• Some choose to move into the widow’s home temporarily or take turns with
other siblings in staying with her.
• Where there is sickness or a handicap, children may need to pay for
professional care either in the widow’s home or in a nursing facility.
The golden rule helps in making such choices (Matthew 7:12).

SECOND FILTER: AGE (1 Timothy 5:9, cf. 5:6, 11-15).

Has she reached sixty years of age? The dangers of travel, the ravages of disease,
war, & dangerous jobs could rob a young wife of her husband. Since younger widows
might be inclined to seek male companionship in view of a future marriage, Paul
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excluded them from support. He presupposed (instructed) that younger
women could marry or support themselves. Making it to sixty years old was
rare in the first century. A woman who did reach sixty was not likely to
remarry, though many marry after sixty today since lifespans are much longer.
This restriction limited the number the church helped.
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Paul’s commandment is that the younger widows marry, raise godly families,
stay at home, & be careful not to give Satan opportunity for accusation.
“Younger widows” in this context would technically be any woman under
sixty, but no doubt Paul’s instruction to marry was geared more toward the
twenty-nine-year-olds than the fifty-nine-year-olds. (A woman in her fifties
would not “bear children” if she remarried, 5:14).
Paul lists reasons for refusing to support younger widows financially (5:11–
14). Because of their age, they were naturally attracted to men & would want
to marry again. Paul seems to imply (5:12) that each of the widows enrolled
pledged herself to remain a widow & serve the Lord in the church.
Further, Paul implies that that generally, younger widows, if cared for by the
church, would have time on their hands & get involved in sinful activities
(5:13). They were likely to become self-indulgent (5:6). The term “pleasure”
(spatalosa) means “to indulge oneself beyond the bounds of propriety, live
luxuriously” (cf. James 5:5). Idleness leads to such sins as gadding about from
house to house, gossip, & being busybodies.
Moving from the negative, Paul listed positive things he wanted younger
widows to do to be approved (1 Timothy 5:14–16). Paul’s point seems to be
that we should not give aid to those who waste it. His solution was for widows
of a marrying age to remarry & have families if possible. While not every
person has to get married, marriage is natural for most people. Why remain
lonely if there was yet opportunity for a husband & a family? Of course, all of
this would have to be “in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39).
“Be fruitful and multiply” was God’s mandate to the first humans (Genesis
1:28). The normal result of marriage is a family. Those today who refuse to
have children because of the sinfulness of the world should consider how
difficult the times were in Paul’s day. If Christians do not have children & raise
them to live for God, who will?

June 18-22
9AM – 11AM
Ages 2 thru 6th Grade

Please Register Now!
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INELIGIBLE WIDOWS
•
•
•
•

Younger
Lives for pleasure
Sensual desires overcome her
Gossips & busybodies

Just as an elder is to have a good reputation with outsiders (1 Timothy 3:7), &
servants are not to bring reproach on God’s Word (1 Timothy 6:1), so wives
are to have a good influence.
Satan (the adversary) is always alert to an opportunity or occasion to invade &
destroy a Christian home. The word occasion is a military term that means “a
base of operations.” A Christian wife who is not doing her job of “guiding the
house” gives Satan a beachhead for his operations. While there are times
when a Christian wife & mother may have to work outside the home, it must
not destroy her ministry in the home. The wife who works simply to get
luxuries may discover too late that she has lost some necessities. It may be
good to have what money can buy if you do not lose what money cannot buy.
Paul wrote that Christian women are to be “discreet, chaste, homemakers,
good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be
blasphemed” (Titus 2:5).
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Fontainebleau State Park

The Family Retreat is free of charge & is
open to all members of the DeGaulle Drive
Church of Christ.
Please plan to be there & to be a part of this
chance to make memories together going
apart & resting as God’s family!

Don’t miss out on this weekend of
fellowship.

THIRD FILTER: CHARACTER
Paul wrote, “Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God, and continues in supplications and prayers night
and day . . . Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, and not unless she has been the wife of one
man, well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’
feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every good work” (1 Timothy 5:5, 9–10).
Family support frees the church to use its funds to care for widows who have no family. “Widows indeed” were elderly
widows in a state of helplessness and hopelessness. This was before hospitals, retirement pensions, Social Security, or
nursing homes. They had no husband to support them; they had no children to care for them; they had no means of making a
living. They were “desolate” (KJV)—without human support, left all alone (5:5, 8).
Paul warned Timothy against using the “charity” ministry of the church to encourage people to be idle (1 Timothy 5:13). The
church certainly ought to assist those who really need help, but it must not subsidize sin. Some refuse to work, or they waste
resources, and then ask the church to support them. God says if a man will not work, neither should he eat (2 Thessalonians
3:10). If lazy people can get handouts, why bother to go to work? Too much of God’s money, sacrificed by faithful worshipers,
is wasted by well-meaning Christians. Such decisions are rarely easy.
Paul gives the requirements for widows being “taken into the number”—to be supported by the church (1 Timothy 5:5, 9–
10).

ELIGIBLE WIDOWS
•

•

•

•

Paul wrote, “Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and
prayers night and day. But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives. And these things command, that they
may be blameless” (5:5–7). The church could not care for all the widows in the city, but it should care for
believers who are a part of the fellowship. We should “do good to all . . . especially to those who are of the
household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). Luke 2:36–37 gives an example of this kind of woman. One preacher said his
experience was that godly widows are “spiritual powerhouses” in the church and that ungodly widows create
great problems for the church. They demand attention, complain about what the younger people do, and often
get on the telephone and gossip.
Faithful to her husband. “Has been the wife of one man” is literally a “one-man woman.” That is, she was not
promiscuous. She must have a good marriage record (1 Timothy 5:9). We have met this requirement before, for
bishops (1 Timothy 3:2) and for deacons (1 Timothy 3:12). The implication is that the widow was not a divorced
woman. Faithfulness to one’s marriage vows is important in the eyes of God. We know that this is not referring to
remarriage, because Paul addresses that in 1 Timothy 5:14.
“Brought up children.” This could refer either to a widow’s own children or to orphans who needed a home. If it
refers to her own children, then they would have to have died; otherwise the church would not support her. It is
likely that the reference here is to the practice of rescuing abandoned children and raising them to know the Lord.
Well known for her good works. “If she has lodged strangers” refers to hospitality (5:10). The Greek
term xenodocheō refers to welcoming strangers, and seems like philoxenos (“loving strangers,” 3:2). “If she has
washed the saints’ feet” does not refer to a special ritual, but to the common practice of washing a guest’s feet
when he arrived in the home (Luke 7:44). Hospitality is important—it was especially so in those days when travel
was dangerous and safe places to sleep were scarce. It could refer in general to serving others in lowly tasks as
Jesus intimated at the last supper (John 13). It was not beneath this woman’s dignity to take the place of a
humble servant. “Relieved the afflicted” could cover many kinds of ministering to the needy: feeding the hungry,
caring for the sick, encouraging the sorrowing, for instance.

In return for care from the church, widows were to serve the church rather than themselves, contributing to stability and
peace within the church and setting a good example.

REFERENCES
[1] The word “honor” in 1 Timothy 5:3 means “to fix the value,” as in our word “honorarium,” an amount paid to a speaker
for services.
[2] For example, it was used of the enrollment of soldiers.
[3] Translated as “Nephews” (KJV).

LAS T W EE K
Attendance
Service 2018 Last
Time
Goal Week
Bible
Study
70 62
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Sunday AM 100 102
1. SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet today at 4:30PM.
2. POTLUCK: May 27 after PM worship. Finger foods & light fare. Last names A-L have setup & clean up.
Sunday PM
60 43
th
3. VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: June 18-22, 9AM-11AM for ages 2 thru 6 grade. Theme: Noah’s Ark Adventure Wednesday
60
--

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

4.

VBS REGISTRATION: Parents, the sooner you are able to register your children & any visitors they may

be bringing, the better the teachers are able to plan & prepare so that these precious young souls can get
the best VBS we’re able to give! Thank you for your help!
th
5. LADIES DAY: Will be June 30 at 9AM with guest speaker Sheila Butt.
6. POLISHING THE PULPIT: A week of edification, learning, & fellowship with thousands of fellow-saints in
Sevierville, TN, August 17-23, 2018. All members are encouraged to experience this opportunity, & the
elders are willing to help with the cost for those interested in attending. See the elders for more details.
PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED: Canned tuna, chicken, assorted soups, green beans, carrots, fruit, & corn. Spaghetti
pasta, spaghetti sauce with meat, mac & cheese, & boxed meal kits (tuna/chicken helper). Small bags of
rice, peanut butter, jelly, & hygiene items (shampoo, deodorant, etc…).

N EE DING C ARE & P RAYERS

Our Members & Visitors

Trish Goodale: Her shoulder surgery has been postponed to a later date due to illness.
Debbie Bychurch
James Cobette
Mary Cullum
Family of Sandy Jones

Chelsi Hefner

Our Shut-In

Elwanda Piskorik

Our Family & Friends

Dinora Alvarez: Wife of Spanish preacher in Marshall, TX. She has damage to the
portion of the brain that controls
breathing, the ability to wake, & to
be alert. There is no treatment, &
1 Thessalonians 5:17
only time to allow the brain to heal &
the swelling to reduce. She & her
husband Azael have a young
daughter & a newborn daughter.
Jarmala & Shelton Alexander
Toilyn Dearmas
Louise Fitzgerald
Family of Glenn Hastings
Mark & Tina Lance
Jessica Lance
Daymond Martin
Benjamin Macaluso
Mary Macaluso
Matthew Macaluso
Lynn Ramagos

“Pray without ceasing.”

Our Deployed Military
Personnel
Vauchelle DeArmas

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain. Please supply
regular updates on each individual in order to keep the prayer list up-to-date. For the
sake of space, any name (except shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a
new update is received. Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual
& physical needs of our members, friends, & family.

Bible Reading
Reading 2018 Last
Plan
Goal Week
Daily Readers 45 33
Bible in 2018 45 13
NT in 2018
60 38
My Plan 2018 60 43

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE
NEXT WEEK NEXT WEEK
M AY 20
M AY 27
Sunday AM
Sunday AM
Welcome:
Welcome:
Wes Arabie
Howard Goodale
Prayer:
Prayer:
Jerome Riddick
Paul Macaluso (2)
Song Lead:
Song Lead:
Howard Goodale
Howard Goodale
Steve Tucker
Luke 23:44-47
Lord’s Table:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Sermon:
Scott Cain
Dismissal:
Stephen Goodale
———————
Sunday PM
Welcome:
Wes Arabie
Prayer:
Don Robinson
Song Lead:
Wes Arabie
Lord’s Table:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Sermon:
Scott Cain
Dismissal:
Paul Macaluso (2)

Tyrone Barthelemy
1 Cor. 1:17-29
Lord’s Table:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Sermon:
Wes Arabie
Dismissal:
Ron Landis
———————
Sunday PM
Welcome:
Howard Goodale
Prayer:
Roland Keith
Song Lead:
Stephen Goodale
Lord’s Table:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Sermon:
Readings:
2 Cor. 12-13
Dismissal:
Jerome Riddick

