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It was the night that should have 
defined his life. In fact, in the eyes of 
the watching world, it likely did, but 
even those who were watching may 
not have realized why. 

He was already a powerful and influential man, as he served as Vice-
President of the United States. But this was–if things went the right way–to be 
his night. He had campaigned for President and was a favorite to win that 
highest office. Election returns started coming in that evening and things really 
were looking his way. Quite early in the evening, it was obvious he was going 
to be the President-elect and, early the next year, be sworn in as President. 
As he, his family, and friends enjoyed a late-evening meal, they knew that this 
was the defining moment of his political career. 

This was his night, and now it was time to take a ride and make a speech, in 
which he would celebrate a major victory and a movement to the assumed 
role of the most powerful person in the Western world; and maybe the entire 
world. 

But he did something first that very few people saw. While it was something 
that only a handful of people witnessed, it showed the character that defines 
truly great leaders. 

He helped the staff clean up the dishes. 

His name was George Herbert Walker Bush, and on that night, the night he 
was elected President, he showed what makes a true leader. 

Former President Bush passed away just a few days ago, and I came across 
this little nugget from his life in all the hurry to share articles and tweets and 
posts about his life. Coincidentally, on the day this article is being published, 
my family is scheduled to read John 13, in which the greatest Leader who has 
ever lived picked up the towel and showed what true servant-leadership looks 
like. 

While there is no doubt that history certainly remembers certain world leaders 
who were tyrants and could not have cared much less about people, and 
especially about serving other people, our memories are fond of leaders who 
were not “too good” to pick up a towel, or clean up some dishes, or do other 
tasks that might seem beneath them. 

Who am I if I ever think that some task is so menial that it is beneath me? Who 
am I if I ever think that some job is too lowly for me to perform? How can I 
ever get so high-ranking that some work is below what I will stoop to do? 

A President-elect could clean up some dishes. Infinitely more amazing, the 
Lord of the universe could wash the feet of sinners. 

Who will I serve and, thus, who will I lead? 

“For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done 
to you.” (John 13:15) 

Morning Bible Class 9:00 AM 
Morning Worship 10:00 AM 
Pew Packers 5:30 PM 
Evening Worship 6:00 PM 
  

Tuesday Ladies Class 10:00 AM 
(September – May) 

Wednesday Bible Class 7:00 PM 
	

Adam Faughn 
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God is different than us. Yes, that might be the most 
obvious statement ever made on this site. However, it’s 
something we often forget because as humans we 
frame things according to our own understanding. But 
God doesn’t think like us. He doesn’t act like us. So, 
when we try to understand Him we have to remember 
that He gets to define Himself through what He has 
revealed about Himself.  

When we don’t do that, we mischaracterize Him and 
mold Him into our own images of what we want Him to 
be. And what do we call making a god in our own 
image? Idolatry. Nothing could be more dishonoring to 
our Lord. Here are 5 common ways God is 
misunderstood in the world today.  

God isn’t a genie 
This is how our American culture has generally treated 
God in recent times. He is kept at a distance, ignored, 
and disobeyed, but as soon as something bad happens 
or as soon as a personal need comes up in life, people 
want to pray again. Then, once the struggle has 
passed, God gets shoved back in His “lamp” until He’s 
needed again. Israel tried that in the Old Testament, 
ignoring God and pursuing all kinds of sins until some 
foreign enemy threatened. Then they’d fall back on 
having the Ark of the Covenant (1 Samuel 4) or “the 
temple, the temple” (Jeremiah 7), assuming that God 
would come through for them in their time of need. We 
all know how that turned out. God is not a gift-
dispensing genie. He’s a good Father who gives us 
what we need when we seek Him (Matthew 6:33, 7:7-
11).  

God isn’t your “cool parent” 
Whether from TV or from real life, we’re all familiar with 
those parents who let their children get away with all 
kinds of bad decisions (from as little as eating whatever 
they want to as big as drinking, doing drugs, and the 
like). As kids, those are often viewed as the cool 
parents who didn’t enforce discipline because they just 
wanted to be buddies with their kids. When we grow 
older we realize that those parents only harm their 
children when they neglect their duty to discipline and 
set boundaries. Sadly, too many people think of God as 
this kind of bad parent. “God doesn’t judge me, He 
loves me too much,” they say.  

God isn’t that cool parent who lets us do whatever we 
want and then pretends it’s ok just because He’s 
desperate to have a relationship with us. Part of God’s 
love includes refusing to allow us to have both Him and 
sin at the same time. He is Light and in Him is no 
darkness. His goal is to make us like Him (1 John 1:5, 
3:2). Because of that goal, He draws boundaries based 
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on what’s good for us, and He’ll discipline us when 
necessary (Proverbs 3:12).  

God isn’t your abusive parent 
On the other side of the coin, God has often been 
unfairly portrayed as one who extends no grace and is 
just looking for an opportunity to strike back at anyone 
who falls short. If you’re someone who has become 
jaded and distant from the church because this is how 
you were introduced to God, I’m sorry for the misguided 
teaching you received and I hope you’ll look past that to 
who God really is.  

Yes, the Bible gives us plenty of glimpses at just how 
wrathful God can be against unrepentant sin… but it 
also shows us just how patient He is toward His people 
and how faithful He is to keep His promises. 
Throughout the Old Testament He had plenty of reason 
to cut off Israel and start over… but He kept sending 
prophets and kept calling His people back. God is that 
Prodigal Father, patient and full of grace.  

God isn’t your rubber stamp 
A rubber stamp is someone in authority who gives 
official approval to whatever another person wants. 
Naturally, God doesn’t operate that way. But, it’s sadly 
far too common among Christians to go about doing 
whatever they want and then rip verses out of context to 
give themselves the illusion that God is in full support of 
their decisions or lifestyle.  

Verses like Jeremiah 29:11 (“I know the plans I have for 
you…”), Psalm 37:4 (“He will give you the desires of 
your heart”), Philippians 4:13 (“I can do all things…”) 
are easy targets for us to adapt to whatever situation 
we’re going through. But that’s such a backward way of 
using the Scriptures. We’re suppose to align our lives 
by what God has already said, not do whatever we want 
and then find ways to twist the Bible into legitimizing 
and justifying our own actions. 

God isn’t your co-pilot 
This may be the most common misunderstanding of 
God among active Christians, and it’s probably the 
closest to the truth. We often think of ourselves as living 
out our lives – our schooling, our jobs, our homes, etc. 
– with God there to help us along the way. We try to be 
good church members and avoid sin through the week, 
and we ask God for help in the struggles we face. 
That’s close, but it’s not what God had in mind. As 
Christians, our lives are no longer our own. God is the 
pilot. When we’re in the pilot’s chair, we aren’t very 
good at going beyond our comfort zones. When God is, 
He regularly pushes us beyond what we want to do and 
even what we think we can do. He didn’t just ask us to 
try to live more morally. He radically shifts our lives to 
accomplish His will – if we’ll hand Him the reins.  

We serve an awesome God. The holy, all-powerful 
Creator of the universe has chosen to reveal Himself to 
us and pay the ultimate price to have a relationship with 
Him. The least we can do is let Him define Himself and 
reveal Himself to us as He sees fit. Let’s always strive 
to see God as He wants us to see Him and not as we 
prefer. 

Jack Wilkie 

 



	    

Attendance  

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

LAST WEEK 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply 
regular updates on each individual in order to keep the prayer list up-to-date.  For the 
sake of space, any name (except shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a 
new update is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual 
& physical needs of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
UPCOMING	EVENTS:				
1. SONG	LEADING	CLASS:	Will	meet	today	at	4:30PM.	
2. WORK	NIGHT:	Will	be	December	19th.		Afterward	the	Cains	will	host	a	dessert	night	as	a	holiday	treat	for	

the	congregation.		December	birthdays	will	also	be	celebrated	at	this	time.			
3. POTLUCK:	January	27th	after	AM	worship	services.	Last	names	A-L	have	setup	&	cleanup.		
4. EVANGELISM	TEAM:		Will	meet	January	8th	at	6:30	PM.	
	
	

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our	Members	&	Visitors			
George	Greathouse:		Has	opted	not	to	have	surgery	to	remove	the	mass	found	in	his	

lungs	&	surrounding	tissue.	He	is	at	home	&	receiving	in-home	treatment.	
Richard	Amparo		
John	Cullum		
Mary	Cullum	 	
James	Cobette	
Toilyn	Dearams	&	son	EJ	
Stephen	Goodale	
Caleb	Hensley	
Betty	Moss	
Ann	Roberts		
Don	Robinson		
Lilly	Smith	
Lorraine	Stephen	

Our	Shut-In	
Elwanda	Piskorik	

Our	Family	&	Friends		
Betty	Jane	DeMatteo:		Niece	of	Doris	

Lepine;	diagnosed	with	Pancreatic	
cancer	&	receiving	hospice	care.			

Pamela	Martin:	Friend	of	Gelanda	
Riddick;	has	cancer.	

Gwen	McCinnis:	Friend	of	Gelanda	
Riddick;	has	upcoming	heart	surgery.	

Jackie	Harrison:	Friend	of	Gelanda	
Riddick;	upcoming	spine	surgery.	

Clair	Kennedy:	Friend	of	Gelanda	Riddick;	has	cancer.	
Easter	Broadway		 Malanda	Carter	
Mirza	Dalrymple	 Christa	La	Coste	 	
Benjamin	Macaluso		 Ruby	Sims	
Jack	Smith	 Maggie	Smyly		

NEXT WEEK 
DECEMBER 23  

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Hebrews 1:8-13 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

Yahmaine L. Ford 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Tyrone Barthelemy 
Song Lead:  

Ron Landis 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Readings: 
Ephesians 3-4 

Dismissal:  
Roland Keith 

THIS WEEK 
DECEMBER 16  

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Howard Goodale 
Prayer:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Wes Arabie
Hebrews 1:1-6 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Troy Singleton 

——————— 
Sunday PM 

Welcome:  
Howard Goodale 

Prayer: 
Eugene Carter 

Song Lead:  
Wes Arabie 

Lord’s Table:  
Ron Landis 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Nicklas Smith 

Service 
Time 

2018 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible	Study	 70	 56	
Sunday	AM	 100	 88	
Sunday	PM	 60	 53	
Wednesday	 60	 71	

Bible Reading 
Reading 

Plan 
2018 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily	Readers	 45	 32	
Bible	in	2018	 45	 8	
NT	in	2018	 60	 34	
My	Plan	2018		 60	 38	
	

“Pray	without	ceasing.”	
1	Thessalonians	5:17	



 


