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For most of the religious community, 
Christmas is celebrated as the day of 
Jesus’ birth. We often see signs and 
other items with phrases such as “Let’s 
keep Christ in Christmas,” or “Jesus is 
the reason for the season.” 

What does the Bible have to say about 
Christmas? Should we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus? What is the origin of 
Christmas? These are some of the 
many questions we hope to answer in 
this study. 

What is the origin of Christmas? 
History records that some celebrated Jesus’ birth as far back as the 2nd 
century A.D., being noted in the reign of the Roman emperor Commodus, who 
died in A.D. 180. During the reign of Diocletian, (A.D. 284-305), a group of 
Christians had gathered to celebrate the birth of Jesus in the city of 
Nicomedia. Diocletian ordered the building doors sealed and then set fire to 
the building, killing all those inside. 

The date for the celebration of Jesus’ birth was not “settled” until the late 4th 
or early 5th century. Prior to that time, it was celebrated by the “Eastern 
Church” (now known as the Greek Orthodox Church) on January 6 in 
conjunction with the feast of Epiphany (the day of the visiting wise men). 
Some celebrated Jesus’ birth as late as April or May. A case has also been 
made for the date being October, based upon some history of the family of 
John the Baptist, the son of the priest Zacharias, “of the course of Abia” (Luke 
1:5). 

Whenever “official” discussion of setting a date began, dates were proposed 
from nearly every month of the year. The Catholic Bishop Liberious (circa A.D. 
354) suggested the date of December 25, not because of any special 
significance, but because many parishioners were taking part in the pagan 
holiday festival of Saturnalia, or the feast of the pagan god Saturn. (Saturn 
was the god of agriculture.) This festival was instituted by decree of Caesar 
Augustus and was celebrated from December 17-23. It was reasoned that 
local church members could continue to celebrate the pagan holiday under the 
guise of celebrating the birth of Christ. 

However, the Eastern Church continued to press for the date of January 6. 
The Western Church (now known as the Roman Catholic Church) was the 
more influential of the two, so the date was set at December 25. However, the 
feast of Epiphany was set at January 6 in order to appease the Eastern 
Church. There are twelve days from December 25 until January 5, thus “the 
twelve days of Christmas.” These twelve days are followed by the festival of 
Epiphany. 

Morning Bible Class 9:00 AM 
Morning Worship 10:00 AM 
Pew Packers 5:30 PM 
Evening Worship 6:00 PM 
  

Tuesday Ladies Class 10:00 AM 
(September – May) 

Wednesday Bible Class 7:00 PM 
	

Bob Prichard 
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The word “Christmas” was not in existence until around 
the 11th century and comes from the Roman Catholic 
“Christ” + ”Mass.” But as we have already seen, the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth predates the “official” origin 
of the Catholic Church by more than four hundred 
years. 

What does the Bible have to say 
about Christmas? 
In a word—NOTHING! There are two accounts of the 
birth of Jesus (Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-3). These accounts 
tell of Jesus’ ancestry, the conception of Mary by the 
Holy Spirit, the place and circumstances surrounding 
Jesus’ birth. There are also other confirmations of the 
fulfillment of prophecies contained in these accounts. 
However, there is no evidence whatsoever that Jesus’ 
birth was on or anywhere near December 25. 

In fact, circumstances surrounding the wise men and 
shepherds suggest a different time of the year. 
December is in the middle of the rainy season in that 
part of the world. The Bible speaks of the “shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night” (Luke 2:8). The Bible also speaks of the wise 
men, who knew to seek out Jesus, “for we have seen 
His star in the east” (Matthew 2:2). These are not 
phrases which indicate the presence of the rainy 
season. 

There is also no reference to the early church 
celebrating the birth of Jesus until after the apostolic 
age had ended following the death of John, the final 
surviving apostle. Of all the commandments given to 
the church by the apostles, there is no indication that 
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Christians were to celebrate the birth of Jesus. If 
Christians were expected to celebrate Jesus’ birth, God 
would have told us the date. Jesus told the twelve 
in John 14:25-26, “These things have I spoken unto 
you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in 
My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you.” It is evident that Jesus did not see fit to 
reveal anything about His birthday to the disciples. 

We believe everything concerning the life of Jesus is 
noteworthy, but the only thing Christians are 
commanded to remember on a regular basis is His 
death (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). This remembrance is to 
take place each Lord’s day, which is Sunday (Acts 
20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:18, 20). 

Jesus taught that we are to observe all things 
whatsoever He has commanded (Matt. 28:20). We are 
also told to do all things, whether in word or deed, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:17). This 
means to do things by His authority. There is no 
authority for the celebration of Jesus birth. “Whosoever 
goeth onward, and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, 
hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same 
hath both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9). Paul 
warned the Corinthian brethren “not to go beyond the 
things which are written” (1 Corinthians 4:6). To 
celebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25 or any 
other day violates these scriptures. 

- Slightly Adapted 

 



	    

Attendance  

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

LAST WEEK 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply 
regular updates on each individual in order to keep the prayer list up-to-date.  For the 
sake of space, any name (except shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a 
new update is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual 
& physical needs of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
UPCOMING	EVENTS:				
1. SONG	LEADING	CLASS:	Will	meet	today	at	4:30PM.	
2. POTLUCK:	January	27th	after	AM	worship	services.	Last	names	A-L	have	setup	&	cleanup.		
3. EVANGELISM	TEAM:		Will	meet	January	8th	at	6:30	PM.	
	
HAPPY	NEW	YEAR:  All	are	invited	to	the	Cain	house	on	Monday,	December	31st,	to	enjoy	food,	fun,	&	

fellowship	as	we	welcome	the	New	Year	together!		There	will	be	games,	refreshments,	&	a	movie	outside,	
depending	of	course	on	the	weather.		We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	there!		Please	be	sure	to	text	or	call	
the	Cains	beforehand	f	you	think	you	can	make	it.	

TREATS	FOR	THE	TREATS:  THANK	YOU	to	all	who	contributed	to	the	gift	package	for	the	Treat	family!		
BIBLE	CALL: 	The	Bible	Call	telephone	library	in	December	received	152	calls	for	a	total	of	6	hours	&	49	minutes	

of	time	spent	listening	to	Bible	instruction.	
WORK	NIGHT	FOR	THE	MASTER:  December’s	work	night	produced	170	local	mailings,	22	cards	of	

encouragement,	&	35	World	Bible	School	correspondence	courses.	Thank	you	to	all	who	came	to	share	in	
the	work	&	the	fellowship!	

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our	Members	&	Visitors			
George	Greathouse:		Has	opted	not	to	have	surgery	to	remove	the	mass	found	in	his	

lungs	&	surrounding	tissue.	He	is	at	home	&	receiving	in-home	treatment.	
Richard	Amparo		
John	Cullum		
Mary	Cullum	 	
James	Cobette	
Toilyn	Dearams	&	son	EJ	
Stephen	Goodale	
Caleb	Hensley	
Betty	Moss	
Ann	Roberts		
Don	Robinson		
Lilly	Smith	
Lorraine	Stephen	

Our	Shut-In	
Elwanda	Piskorik	

Our	Family	&	Friends		
Betty	Jane	DeMatteo:		Niece	of	Doris	

Lepine;	diagnosed	with	Pancreatic	
cancer	&	receiving	hospice	care.		

Leonia	Garcia:		Niece	of	close	friend	of	
Michelle	Lacaze;	is	having	extreme	
health	issues.			

Pamela	Martin:	Friend	of	Gelanda	
Riddick;	has	cancer.	

Gwen	McCinnis:	Friend	of	Gelanda	Riddick;	has	upcoming	heart	surgery.	
Jackie	Harrison:	Friend	of	Gelanda	Riddick;	upcoming	spine	surgery.	
Clair	Kennedy:	Friend	of	Gelanda	Riddick;	has	cancer.	
Easter	Broadway		 Malanda	Carter	
Mirza	Dalrymple	 Christa	La	Coste	 	
Benjamin	Macaluso		 Ruby	Sims	
Jack	Smith	 Melba	Shields	
Family	of	Maggie	Smyly		

NEXT WEEK 
DECEMBER 30  

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer:  

Dontell Terrell 
Song Lead:  

Stephen Goodale 

Colossians 1:15-20 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

Charles Suazo 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Steve Tucker 
Prayer: 

Nicklas Smith 
Song Lead:  

Stephen Goodale 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Scott Cain 
Dismissal:  

Paul Macaluso (2) 

THIS WEEK 
DECEMBER 23  

Sunday AM  
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer:  

Jerome Riddick 
Song Lead:  

Howard Goodale 

Hebrews 1:8-13 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Wes Arabie 
Dismissal:  

Yahmaine L. Ford 
——————— 

Sunday PM 
Welcome:  

Wes Arabie 
Prayer: 

Tyrone Barthelemy 
Song Lead:  

Ron Landis 
Lord’s Table:  

Ron Landis 
Sermon:  

Readings: 
Ephesians 3-4 

Dismissal:  
Roland Keith 

 

Service 
Time 

2018 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible	Study	 70	 71	
Sunday	AM	 100	 98	
Sunday	PM	 60	 52	
Wednesday	 60	 50	

Bible Reading 
Reading 

Plan 
2018 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily	Readers	 45	 30	
Bible	in	2018	 45	 10	
NT	in	2018	 60	 33	
My	Plan	2018		 60	 40	
	

“Pray	without	ceasing.”	
1	Thessalonians	5:17	



 


