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January 27, 2019

CHURCH OF CHRIST
4700 GENERAL DEGAULLE DRIVE
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70131
www.DegaulleDriveCOC.com
The devil is a liar (John 8:44). He lies about God
(He’s not there; doesn’t care). He lies about Jesus
(He never lived; still in the grave). He lies about you
(insignificant; in control).

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY
Morning Bible Class
Morning Worship
Pew Packers
Evening Worship

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

He lies about the Bible.

THE BIBLE IS TOO BIG TO BOTHER
Most Bibles are over 1,000 pages, which can be
intimidating. Those pages contain

MID-WEEK
Tuesday Ladies Class
10:00 AM
(September – May)
Wednesday Bible Class
7:00 PM

_____________________

ELDERS

Wes Arabie
Howard Goodale
Steve Tucker

504-858-2881
504-319-3572
504-812-2617

EVANGELISTS
Scott Cain
Wes Arabie

504-392-4110
504-858-2881

EMAIL:
office@degaulledrivecoc.com

MISSIONS OVERSIGHT:

Micronesia: Joey Treat Family

WORKS SUPPORTED:
Benevolence:

Childhaven of Cullman, AL

Media:

Gospel Broadcasting Network
In Search of the Lord’s Way
The Old Landmarks
The Truth in Love

MISSIONS:

Hungary: Curry Montague
curry.monta@gmail.com
India: Ron & Karen Clayton
RCIndia@sonet.net

PREACHER TRAINING:

Memphis School of Preaching

•
•
•
•

66 books (double the 30 in most personal libraries);
1,189 chapters (more than all the verses of all 305 Beatles’ songs combined);
31,102 verses (24,866 more than the Quran);
773,746 words (more than the 717,020 in the first five Harry Potter books
combined).

Yet the Bible is about the same size as most books on a library shelf. Unless it is a
tabletop or large print edition, it easily fits in a backpack or purse.
Most read the equivalent of the Bible each year. The average American reads four
books a year plus 3,000 forms/notices, 100 newspapers/RSS feeds, and 36
magazines/blogs.
The Bible fits with modern reading habits. Many spread reading over different
formats, including e-books and audiobooks. The Bible is available in these formats.
Many read in small doses. The Bible is divided into books, chapters, and verses.
Thirty-four of its books can be read in less than 45 minutes; 29 in under 20; 17 in
under twelve; and, five in five minutes or less. Its 32 longer books are divided into
chapters that average only 26 verses.
Since the Bible is too big to be mastered in one reading (it takes 70 hours to read all
of it), the solution is to read a little at a time, for the rest of life. The “sum” of God’s
word is truth (Psalm 119:160), so one should add a little knowledge each day (2
Peter 1:5).
Start by reading the foundational chapters in Genesis 1-12 and the early chapter
of Exodus 1-20. Then move on to the story of Jesus’ life as told in Matthew, Mark,
Luke, or John. These narratives will give you the background to understand Acts.
This will equip you to be better able to understand the teaching given in the rest of
the New Testament.
One can read at whatever pace fits his/her learning style. Here is one plan:
• Listen 12 minutes/day, for 12 months to complete the whole Bible in a year.
• Four chapters/day finishes Bible in 298 days.
• Nine chapters/day finishes New Testament in 29 days.
• Three chapters/day finishes Old Testament in 310 days.
• If you are ambitious, read twelve chapters a day (three OT and nine NT) and
finish the whole Bible once a year and the New Testament once a month.

THE BIBLE IS TOO OLD TO MATTER
Some pass judgment on the Bible as an outdated document with superstitious bias.
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Atheist John Loftus wrote, “Let’s just face it. The Bible
and the people who produced it were barbaric and
superstitious. The only redeeming qualities about the
Bible or the Christian tradition are those things that
civilized people agree with them about, and hence they
are irrelevant to modern scientifically literate people.” Ian
McKellen said, “I have often thought the Bible should
have a disclaimer in the front saying that it is fiction.”
Others see the Bible as an old map. If you were driving
your grandfather’s old pickup truck and found a map
under the seat, you would not use it on a vacation to
Florida. If it was printed before 1960, then it would not
even have most interstate highways. Some see the Bible
like that. The Old Testament is about 3,000 years old; the
New Testament about 2,000. The world has changed
since Moses parted the Red Sea, David took down
Goliath, and Jesus died on the cross. How could a book
written before computers, moon-landings, terrorism,
automobiles, evolutionary theory, airplanes, nuclear
bombs, and cloning still be relevant?

message keeps us warm and satisfied (Jeremiah 23:29). It is the only
weapon Satan fears (Matthew 4:1–11), the only remedy for sin’s
disease (Psalm 103:3), and the only map to heaven’s treasure (John
14:6).
The Bible is relevant because it works. Its message fills the void in
every heart, regardless of status (2 Timothy 3:17). Its power
changes lives and translates people from the power of darkness
(Romans 1:16; 12:1–2; Colossians 1:13). In a world full of anger,
anxiety, discord, and disillusionment, the Bible’s message of hope,
peace, respect, and forgiveness resonates.

THE BIBLE IS TOO BORING TO ENJOY
An old man finished a history book. He disliked it so much that he
taped a note to it, saying: “In case of famine eat this book, it’s full of
baloney. In case of flood; stand on this book, it’s dry.” Some see
the Bible like that—a boring list of names, a dry laundry list of
church rules, a bunch of thou-shalt-nots.

To the contrary, God stocked His library with something for all
tastes. It has biography, narrative, letters, poetry, history, and
prophecy. Those who like
• romance, should read Ruth.
The French philosopher Voltaire (1694–1778) boasted
• adventure, have the story of Jonah.
that the Bible would soon disappear from public life.
• wise sayings, can delve into Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
Abraham Lincoln said, “In regard to this Great Book, I
and James.
have but to say, it is the best gift God has given to man.
•
conflict, war, and conquest, should read Joshua, Judges, and 1
All the good the Savior gave to the world was
Chronicles.
communicated through this book.” In the 1960s liberal
•
scandal and suspense enjoy the stories of David/Bathsheba (2
theologians said God was dead. Voltaire thought it
Samuel 11) and Ananias/Sapphira (Acts 5).
irrelevant in the eighteenth century. Lincoln thought it
• feel-good-stories are inspired by reading that a murderer
relevant in the nineteenth. Loftus, McKellen, and the
became a leader (Exodus 1–3), a prostitute the ancestor of
theologians thought it obsolete in the twentieth.
the Savior (Joshua 2; Matthew 1), a dishonest tax collector a
In the twenty-first century, the Bible is still around, the
generous host (Luke 19), an introvert an instructor (1
God-is-dead movement died, and the influence of
Timothy 1), and a callous religious zealot a self-sacrificing
Voltaire, Loftus, and McClellan is small in comparison to
gospel preacher (Acts 9, 22, 26).
Lincoln and the Bible.
• underdogs thrill to read of a barren woman becoming the
Why is the Bible still relevant? Because God wrote it (2
mother of a famous child (Genesis 21); cowardly fishermen
Peter 1:20–21). It was written in ancient times, but the
becoming spokesmen for reformation (Matthew 26; Acts 2);
ever-present I AM designed it for all generations
and people with pronounced disadvantages becoming God’s
(Matthew 24:35; Exodus 3:14). It is “once for all delivered
messengers (Acts 4:12–13). While Bible characters are not
to the saints” (Jude 1:3). It gives man all he needs in every
whitewashed, they often receive second chances.
generation till the end of time (2 Timothy 3:16–
THE BIBLE IS TOO CONFUSING TO CARE
17; Revelation 22:18–19).
Looked at as a whole, the Bible can feel like a massive jigsaw
Its continual freshness is evidence of its inspiration. Truth
puzzle. Not knowing where to start, some fail to launch and others
does not change. It reads the same today as it did
soon crash.
yesterday, and as it will tomorrow. Without God behind
Since “God is not the author of confusion” (1 Corinthians 14:33),
it, the Bible surely would have become hopelessly
obsolete long ago. Yet it has not. If the earth is still here His word is not hard to understand. It was not written for the
two thousand years from now, current science books will intellectually elite or the highly educated. The common people
be antiquated, but the Bible will still be in use. “The word heard Jesus gladly while He was here (Mark 12:37), and common
people find no trouble enjoying His words today.
of the Lord endures forever” (1 Peter 1:25).
All of God’s works are timeless. The food God created
thousands of years ago still satisfies today. Air still goes in
and out of our lungs twenty times a minute. Sexual
intercourse still makes babies (Genesis 4:1). Fire still
keeps man warm and water still quenches thirst.
Likewise, the Bible is the soul’s food (Matthew 4:4); what
air is to lungs Scripture is to souls (Psalm 119:97); its

Since the Bible is written on a fourth-grade level, the past
generation’s farmers, merchants, shopkeepers, railroad workers,
and factory employees had no problem deciphering Scripture
although they generally had less education than people today.
If one were putting together a puzzle, she would look at the
picture on the box and assemble the edge pieces first. Then she
would find colors that match and straight lines that connect. Then

LAST WEEK
Attendance
UPCOMING EVENTS:
1.
2.
3.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

SONG LEADING CLASS: Will meet today at 4:30 PM.
POTLUCK: Today!!! After AM worship services. Last names A-L have setup & cleanup.
EVANGELISM TEAM: Will meet February 12th at 6:30 PM. We are encouraging everyone to be a part of
this squad of soul winners. Please join us!

Service 2019 Last
Time
Goal Week
Bible Study
70 85
Sunday AM 100 137
Sunday PM
60 55
Wednesday 60 65

Bible Reading

REJOICE IN REPENTANCE: Yahmaine Ford & Tony Sylve both responded to the invitation in repentance on

Sunday. Yahmaine desires to love his family more like Jesus does & Tony admits that she needs to be
more patient. Chanel Smith came forward asking for prayers concerning her pregnancy; for her health, the
babies’ health, & for the wisdom of her doctors. Please encourage & pray for these dear souls.
SYMPATHY: We extend our sympathy to the family of George Greathouse. He passed away on January 21st
after fighting cancer for several months. George had been apart of our number since 2003. Please
especially remember his wife Linda in your prayers.
WORK NIGHT FOR THE MASTER: January’s work night produced 275 local mailings, 32 cards of encouragement
& 53 World Bible School correspondence courses. Thank you to all who participated!

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS

Our Members & Visitors

Reading 2019 Last
Plan
Goal Week
Daily Readers 45 41
Bible in 2018 45 28
NT in 2018
60 44
My Plan 2018 60 49

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

THIS WEEK
Mary Cullum: Remains in the hospital as she recovers from recent shoulder
th
replacement on January 8 .
JANUARY 27
Betty Moss: Continuing rehab at Woldenburg Village & recovering from a severe bout
of pneumonia. She is in room 137.
Sunday AM
Christian Simmons: Was admitted to
Welcome:
Children’s hospital last week with low
1 Thessalonians 5:17 Wes Arabie
oxygen levels & an undiagnosed
Prayer:
impediment to his breathing. He may
Yahmaine L. Ford
get to go home today.
John Cullum
Song Lead:
Toilyn Dearams & son EJ
Howard Goodale
Doris Lepine
Don Robinson
Julie Robinson
Louise Sylve
Matthew 26:26-29
Lord’s Table:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Our Shut-In
Sermon:
Elwanda Piskorik
Scott Cain
Dismissal:
Troy Singleton
Our Family & Friends
———————
John Albright
Sunday PM
Leonia Garcia
Welcome:
Family of Betty Jane Dematteo
Wes Arabie
Mary Macaluso
Prayer:
Jamie & Carla Mosley
Jerome Riddick
Ruby Sims
Song Lead:
Wes Arabie
Lord’s Table:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Sermon:
Readings:
Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain. Please supply
Ephesians 5-6
regular updates on each individual in order to keep the prayer list up-to-date. For the
Dismissal:
sake of space, any name (except shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a
Nicklas Smith
new update is received. Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual
& physical needs of our members, friends, & family.

“Pray without ceasing.”

NEXT WEEK
FEBRUARY 3
Sunday AM
Welcome:
Howard Goodale
Prayer:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Song Lead:
Stephen Goodale

Lord’s Table:
Ron Landis
Sermon:
Scott Cain
Dismissal:
Tyrone Barthelemy
———————
Sunday PM
Welcome:
Howard Goodale
Prayer:
Tyrone Barthelemy
Song Lead:
Paul Macaluso (2)
Lord’s Table:
Ron Landis
Sermon:
Scott Cain
Dismissal:
Eugene Carter
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she could fit the remaining pieces fairly easily. Studying Scripture is like this. It helps to get the overall picture first and then the
easy-to-grasp-parts. After that, it is easier to follow the message from book to book, chapter to chapter, and verse to verse.
Do not get bogged down with names and places. Those can come later. Just get the meaning.
The overall message is simple. The Bible has one
• villain—Satan. He comes early (Genesis 3), often (Matthew 4; 1 Peter 5:8), and late (Revelation 20).
• problem—sin. It starts with Adam and Eve and is on every page.
• hero—the Savior Jesus Christ. He is featured in the 89 chapters of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John (John 20:30–31). The
whole Bible is about Him: He is coming (Old Testament); He is here (Matthew–John); He is coming back (Acts–
Revelation).
• purpose—salvation. The Bible is not just for learning or even for living. It is for saving (Acts 2:21, 38, 41; 4:12; 16:30–34).
Beginning readers can start with easily understood verses: “God is love” (1 John 4:8); “Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8); “sin
separates” (Isaiah 59:2); “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23); “love the Lord your God with all your heart” (Matthew 22:37);
“whoever believes in Him should not perish” (John 3:16); “repent, and let every one of you be baptized for the remission of
sins” (Acts 2:38); “the gift of God is eternal life” (Roman 6:23); “love one another” (1 John 3:11); “teach all nations” (Matthew
28:19); “be faithful unto death” (Revelation 2:10); and “enter into the joy of your lord” (Matthew 25:21).
Next, begin reading the New Testament. Write down things you learn in each chapter and questions you have. In time, you
will find answers to the questions (often in a subsequent reading). Think about what you learn. Live by it. Follow this by
reading the Old Testament.
Do not believe Satan’s lies about the Bible. His goal is to keep you away from it—unimpressed, uninformed, unconverted.
Someone said, “The safest road to hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without
milestones, without signposts.”

January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

Sat
5

NEWS
GENERAL TEACHERS ’ M EETING:
January 6th at 4PM. All teachers
& those interested are asked to

6

Teacher ’ s
Meeting

13

7

Evangelism
Team

14

8

9

10

11

12

attend.
EVANGELISM TEAM: Will meet
January 8th at 6:30 PM.
WORK NIGHT: Will be January

15

16

17

18

19

23rd.
POTLUCK: January 27th after AM
worship services. Last names A-

20

21

22

23 Work

24

27

28

29

30

31

Night

25

26

AM Potluck
ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
1

TeNeal Macaluso

14 Marlene Carter

2

Louise Sylve

20 Dontell Terrell

9

James Lieteau

22 Janice Carter

10 Nicolas Suazo

28 Bennett Buckley

12 Don Robinson

31 Yahmaine L.

23 Wesley & Cheryl Arabie

L have setup & cleanup.

