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Hans Christian Anderson’s short 
story “The Emperor’s New Clothes” is 
about two weavers who promised an 
emperor new clothes that would be 
invisible to anyone unfit for his position. 
They made no clothes at all, but the king 
pretended to wear them lest he be 
thought inept. When he paraded before 
his subjects, no one dared say they saw 

no clothes, for fear that they would be thought stupid. Finally, a 
child cried out, “But he isn’t wearing anything at all!” 

That story illustrates the fact that there are obvious things people 
are unwilling to acknowledge. Some will never admit a mistake. 
Others will not acknowledge being overweight or having an anger 
or addiction problem. Others deny a medical condition until it is 
too late to treat it. 

There is another elephant in the room—or naked emperor. 
Everyone has a condition, but nobody wants to talk about it. That 
condition is sin. We have all messed up. All is not right between 
us and our Maker, because we offended Him with bad behavior. 
Like sheep, we have gone astray (Isaiah 53:6). Sin is a barrier 
between us and heaven (Isaiah 59:1–2). 

We find these attitudes regarding everybody’s problem. 

Problem? What Problem? Some deny that there is such a thing 
as sin. Many philosophers, humanists, and psychologists allege 
that sin is the concoction of myth-making religious fanatics to keep 
people from having fun, or by preachers to keep themselves in 
business. Man does not get to define reality; the ultimate source 
of truth is God: “I, the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things 
that are right” (Isaiah 45:19; cf. Psalm 19:7–10; John 14:6). God 
said sin is a reality. Whatever a skunk is called, it smells the 
same.  

Sin is a three-letter Anglo-Saxon word capable of covering the 
whole gamut of human failure. In the Old Testament, to sin meant 
“to stumble and fall” or “breaking one’s word, disloyalty, treason—
a breach of the covenant with God.” Sin was saying, “I want to do 
this, although I know God forbids it.” In the New Testament, sin is 
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less legal but no less lethal. It means “to miss 
the mark; fail to achieve a goal.” 

Some say sin is diminishing, and that given time 
to evolve, man will get away from “the tiger’s 
claw, the tooth and the fang, and the doubled 
fist.” History shows humanity is not stumbling 
upward. Society’s condition is worse than it was 
a century ago, and the equivalent of a millennia 
back. Houses have locks, businesses have 
alarms; towns have police; cities have judicial 
courts and overcrowded prisons. The FBI’s 
crime clock says an aggravated assault occurs 
every 39 seconds and a car is stolen every 40.9 
seconds; someone commits a robbery every 1.7 
minutes, a rape every 3.9 minutes, and a 
murder every 30.5 minutes.  

Society’s problem does not lie in intellectual 
darkness or poverty that education and money 
can fix. Technology, science, philosophy, 
economics, anthropology, and politics cannot 
change the heart, regardless of how many push 
communism and humanism. “Sin is” (1 John 3:4; 
cf. 5:17; Romans 14:23; James 4:17). If there is 
no evil, then why did Christ die? (John 
3:16; Romans 4:25; Hebrews 9:28). The Bible 
has at least twenty-one lists of 
sins (e.g. Romans 1:18–32; Galatians 5:19–
21; 2 Timothy 3:1–5). 

Others believe sins are only big things—like 
murder, rape, and robbery—and thus they are 
not guilty. Most admit mistakes but see them as 
inconsequential: “I’m not perfect, but I’m a pretty 
good person. I’m as good as most—and better 
than a lot. I’m okay.” They pat themselves on 
the back and move on to other thoughts. Isaiah 
had done none of these, but he said, “Woe is 
me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5). Peter said, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” (Luke 
5:8). 

Philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–
1778) wrote in My Confessions: “No man can 
come to the throne of God and say, ‘I am a 
better man than Rousseau.’ Let the trumpet of 
the last judgment sound when it will. I will 
present myself before the sovereign Judge with 
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this book in my hand and I will say aloud, ‘God, 
here is what I did, here is what I thought, and 
this is what I was.’ No man is a better man than 
Rousseau.” Many would say that he was 
brilliant, and he left his mark as a thinker and 
writer, but he was an embarrassment to 
humanity. One described him as “perhaps the 
most despicable character in all philosophy and 
literature.” As a boy, he stole a ribbon and 
blamed a servant girl who was punished. He 
fathered at least five illegitimate children with 
different women whom he abandoned to charity 
homes. He was mean, argumentative, 
treacherous, hypocritical, and blasphemous. Yet 
he felt he was ready to face God. 

No man is good enough to stand before God, be 
his own advocate, and walk into glory on his 
merits. The best man inevitably falls short of the 
Lord’s expectations and glory (Romans 3:23). 
Jesus spoke of a Pharisee who prayed: “God, I 
thank You that I am not like other men—
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of 
all that I possess” (Luke 18:10–12). He felt he 
was good enough. Sin was not an issue for him. 
God saw it differently. Jesus said he went home 
unforgiven (18:14). By contrast, the publican 
hero in this parable said, “God, be merciful to 
me a sinner!” (Luke 18:13). 

A self-righteous person who remains so has no 
hope of salvation (Matthew 5:3–4). Feelings are 
not a reliable test of truth. A person may be 
convinced he is in good health, while a deadly 
cancer grows undetected inside him. One may 
feel good about a business transaction but later 
find he was swindled. Feelings may mislead 
spiritually—but Scripture does not (James 1:25). 
Paul felt he was serving God when he was the 
“chief of sinners” (Acts 26:9; 1 Timothy 1:15).  

 

  

 



	    

Attendance  

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

LAST WEEK 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply 
regular updates on each individual in order to keep the prayer list up-to-date.  For the 
sake of space, any name (except shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a 
new update is received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual 
& physical needs of our members, friends, & family. 

NEW	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
UPCOMING	EVENTS:				
1. GOSPEL	MEETING:	This	week	at	DeGaulle	Drive,	April	21-25	with	guest	speaker	David	Looney.	
2. SONG	LEADING	CLASS:	Will	meet	not	meet	today.	Class	will	resume	next	week	at	5PM.		
3. GENERAL	TEACHERS	MEETING:	May	5th	at	4:00PM.		All	teachers	are	encouraged	to	attend.			
4. VBS	WORKSHOP:	May	11th	from	9:30-11:30AM.	
5. VACATION	BIBLE	SCHOOL:	June	17th-21st	from	9:00-11:00AM.		Registration	begins	May	5th.			
	
Rejoice!!!:		Mike	&	Michelle	LeBlanc	have	expressed	their	desire	to	be	a	part	of	the	fold	&	to	labor	

with	us	here	at	DeGaulle	Drive.	Mike	recently	obeyed	the	Gospel	&	Michelle	has	retuned	to	the	
church	after	a	heartfelt	repentance.		We	are	thankful	for	their	sincere	hearts	&	their	desire	to	
serve	the	Lord.		Their	information	has	been	updated	in	the	online	directory.		Address:	5043	
Privateer	Blvd.,	Barataria,	LA	70036.			

	
	

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our	Members	&	Visitors			
John	Cullum:		Will	be	having	knee	replacement	surgery	on	May	7th.			
Betty	Moss:		Is	in	ICU	at	Ochsner	Eastbank	after	having	surgery	to	drain	a	hematoma	

in	her	spinal	cord.	She	is	in	good	spirits	&	seems	to	be	doing	well	so	far.		
Voncile	Lieteau:	MRI	came	back	clear	but	she	is	still	being	treated	vertigo.	
James	Cobette	
Mary	Cullum	 	
Doris	Lepine		
Don	Robinson	
Billie	Singleton	
Lillie	Smith	
Lyriq	Smith			
Louise	Sylve	

Our	Shut-In	
Lorraine	Stephen		

Our	Family	&	Friends		
Family	of	Tom	Holland:		Faithful	Gospel	

preacher	who	passed	away	in	TN	at	
age	87.	

Elbert	Jackson:	Brother	of	Chris	Meek;	he	
&	his	wife	both	have	heart	issues.	

Mary	Macaluso:		Continues	her	battle	
with	metastasized	lung	cancer.			

Chris	Meek:	Awaiting	results	from	recent	
biopsy.		

Family	of	Sandra	Martin:		Former	
member	of	DeGaulle	Drive	who	
passed	away	last	weekend	at	age	73.	

Mac	Meek:	Tests	have	come	back	positive	for	cancer.	They	are	considering	what	
treatment	options	to	take.			

Ava	Wooden:	10-yr	old	great-niece	of	Cheryl	Arabie;	diagnosed	with	leukemia	
Bill	Allbritten	 Easter	Broadway		
Louise	Jones	 Winona	Rae	Goodale	
Ruby	Sims	
	 	 	

THIS WEEK 
APRIL 28  
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Steve Tucker 

Prayer:  
Nicklas Smith 

Song Lead:  
Wes Arabie 

Wes Arabie 
Acts 2:41-42 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Jerome Riddick 

——————— 
Sunday PM 

Welcome:  
Steve Tucker 

Prayer: 
Tyrone Barthelemy 

Song Lead:  
Wes Arabie 

Lord’s Table:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 
Readings: Col. 1-2 

Dismissal:  
Yahmaine Ford 
 

Service 
Time 

2019 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible	Study	 70	 57	
Sunday	AM	 100	 97	
Sunday	PM	 60	 34	
Wednesday	 60	 60	

Bible Reading 
Reading 

Plan 
2019 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily	Readers	 45	 33	
Bible	in	2019	 45	 25	
NT	in	2019	 60	 41	
My	Plan	2019		 60	 45	
	

“Pray	without	ceasing.”	
1	Thessalonians	5:17	

NEXT WEEK 
MAY 05  
Sunday AM  

Welcome:  
Howard Goodale 

Prayer:  
Eugene Carter 

Song Lead:  
Howard Goodale 

Nicklas Smith 
Acts 20:6-12 

Lord’s Table:  
Nicklas Smith 

Sermon:  
Scott Cain 

Dismissal:  
Paul Macaluso (2) 

——————— 
Sunday PM 

Welcome:  
Howard Goodale 

Prayer: 
Stephen Goodale 

Song Lead:  
Scott Cain 

Lord’s Table:  
Nicklas Smith 

Sermon:  
Wes Arabie 

Dismissal:  
Ron Landis 
 



 


