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“He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay” (Matthew 28:6). 
Clucking rabbits laying chocolate eggs. Milk 
chocolate bunnies. Yellow dresses. Egg hunting. 
Baskets of goodies. Ah, Easter. This is the day of 
the year wherein the majority of “Christendom” fixes 
its focus upon Jesus’ victory over death. 
Resurrection sermons will sound forth from pulpits 
throughout the world; some will even include sound 
doctrine. Extended families and friends will make 

an extra effort to share a meal together, and many will watch children search for 
colorful eggs.  
With fundamentally innocent activities such as remembering the resurrection, 
sound sermons, and festive fun with family and friends, this is potential for a 
wonderful, worshipful, and wholesome day. However, faithful Christians who seek 
to follow the New Testament pattern must be careful to view this day, and all days, 
in the correct light. God’s people seek to “worship Him in spirit and in truth” and to 
“do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (John 4:24; Colossians 3:17). As such, rather 
than recall the empty sepulcher with blind emotion and man’s traditions, let 
Christians examine the purposes for Jesus’ triumph over the tomb by asking the 
question, “Why did Jesus conquer death?” Consider the reasons He is risen. 

 

What Are Not the Reasons that Jesus Conquered Death? 
Jesus did not conquer death so that His victory would be remembered 
annually. Year after year, congregational leaders anticipate an attendance 
increase on two particular Sundays: the Sunday closest to Christmas and Easter 
Sunday. This is because so many people are convinced that the Lord gave His life 
for man so that men could give Him two days per year. It is never a bad thing for a 
person to worship in spirit and in truth, and every visit to the worship of the Lord’s 
church is an opportunity to learn soul-saving truths. Nevertheless, one of the truths 
that must be learned is that Jesus ought to be worshipped more than two weeks 
out of fifty-two; He deserves to be remembered more than two days out of 365. 
Remember Jesus’ resurrection, not just annually, but weekly. Jesus rose on 
Sunday, the first day of the week (Matthew 28:1-6; Mark 16:1-6; Luke 24:1-6). 
Sunday was the day that New Testament Christians assembled to worship (Acts 
20:7; I Corinthians 16:1-2). While the early church was permitted to observe or 
reject various cultural holidays, no days were designated to be observed by 
Christians as especially holy (Colossians 2:16; Romans 14:5). Instead, the Lord’s 
church observed Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection on a weekly basis, on the first 
day of the week (I Corinthians 11:24-26; Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 16:1-2). John 
would later refer to the first day of the week as “the Lord’s day” (Revelation 1:10). 
He Who conquered death deserves to have His sacrifice and triumph observed on 
the first day of every week. There is nothing wrong with being reminded of the 
resurrection on what is known as Easter Sunday; if there were, then it would be sin 
for a preacher to mention the Lord’s resurrection on that day. However, people 
claiming to be Christians have missed the consecrated nature of every first day of 
the week when they view the anniversary of the Lord’s resurrection (or the alleged 
day of His birth) as a reason to elevate one Lord’s day above another. Remember 
the resurrection, not just annually, but weekly.   
Remember Jesus’ resurrection, not just weekly, but daily. His resurrection is 
fundamental to the Gospel message, and the Gospel is a constant part of the 
Christian’s life (I Corinthians 15:1-4; Philippians 1:5). Paul risked his life not just 
every day, but every hour, because he trusted in Jesus’ resurrection (I Corinthians 

Morning Bible Class 9:00 AM 
Morning Worship 10:00 AM 
Pew Packers 5:30 PM 
Evening Worship 6:00 PM 
  

Tuesday Ladies Class 10:00 AM 
(September – May) 

Wednesday Bible Class 7:00 PM 
	

REASONS 
HE IS 
RISEN

Scott Cain 



	    

2

15:16-17, 30-32). Remember the resurrection 
daily. 
Jesus did not conquer death to provide His 
followers with an excuse to buy a new outfit 
for a formal event. Many stores increase their 
stock on dress clothes, especially for children, 
in the weeks prior to Easter. The reason: 
consumer analysis has shown an increase in 
sales for these items during that time of year. 
Much of this increase can be attributed to 
infrequent worshippers who, when they attend, 
desire to present themselves and their children 
in a respectable manner. However, simple 
observation shows that infrequent worshippers 
are not the only ones who treat Easter Sunday 
as a special formal event. Each year some 
husbands hear, “Honey, I need a new Easter 
dress for worship on Sunday.” Easter dress? 
Where is that verse? God gave no detailed 
dress code for worship services, but certain 
principles must be applied. 
Christians are to dress modestly, especially in 
worship. Saved men & women must avoid 
drawing undue attention to themselves based 
upon attire (I Timothy 2:9; James 2:2). The 
aisle is no catwalk, and the worship service is 
no modeling event. Nothing is wrong with new 
dresses, new suits, or new outfits for the 
children, but when these are purchased 
because Easter Sunday is the yearly fashion 
show, souls have missed the point of worship. 
All people (men, women, and children) enjoy & 
appreciate compliments on their appearance, 
but determining what will draw the most praise 
should not be the deciding factor for Sunday’s 
wardrobe (for self or for children). Ladies must 
be particularly cautious against clothing that 
pulls attention away from Christ’s body and 
causes impure thoughts about their own. 
Christians are to dress reverently, especially in 
worship. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial 
service for Jesus (I Corinthians 11:26). As 
such, Christians ought to adorn themselves no 
less reverently or somberly than if it were a 
loved one’s funeral. Jeans or a suit? Polo or 
button-up? One man said, “If you would not 
wear it to the funeral of a beloved grandparent, 
why wear it to Jesus’ memorial?” Clothing 
demonstrates a person’s esteem for an event 
(Matthew 22:11-12), and Jesus deserves each 
soul’s modest best, whether it is faded jeans or 
coat and tie. Easter Sunday is no more or less 
important than any other memorial gathering 
for Jesus Christ. Every Sunday should be seen 
as the only day out of seven when Christians 
can partake of the Lord’s Supper. Out of 365 
days per year, God authorizes only fifty-two for 
this observance (sometimes fifty-three, 
depending on the number of Sundays in the 
year). Each Sunday (and Sunday night) is a 
special occasion. Easter is no different.  
Jesus’ defeat of death conquered much for 
mankind, but His reasons for doing it were not 
to establish an annual formal occasion. 
Families may share time together and children 
may hunt for colorful eggs, but these activities 
are not the reasons He is risen. 
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What Are the Reasons that Jesus Conquered 
Death? 
Jesus is risen because man needed Him to do it. Three Gospel 
accounts employ the word “must” to show the imperative nature of 
Jesus’ suffering, death, and ultimate resurrection (Matthew 16:21; 
Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22). Evangelizing Thessalonica, Paul taught “that 
Christ must needs have suffered, and risen from the dead…” (Acts 
17:3). He did not have to conquer death for Himself, but chose to suffer 
and die as a man on the behalf of men (Philippians 2:5-8). He had to 
conquer death for man. Only through His victory could mankind obtain 
the victory (I Corinthians 15:57). 
Jesus is risen to fulfill prophecy. Both the Old Testament scriptures 
and Jesus’ personal teachings foretold of His resurrection (John 2:22). 
David prophesied of it in singing of the Holy One that would not see 
corruption (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:25-31). Christ repeatedly sought to 
prepare His apostles for this (Matthew 17:9, 23; 20:19; 26:32). He even 
prophesied of His resurrection early in His ministry by telling the Jews, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19-21). 
The Jews used these words against Him during His trial by claiming 
that He discussed the Jerusalem temple, but they understood His 
words full well; notice what they told Pilate after He was crucified: “Now 
the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests 
and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, Saying, Sir, we remember 
that that deceiver said, while He was yet alive, After three days I will 
rise again” (Matthew 27:62-64). Jesus’ sacrifice and subsequent 
victory over the grave was not an afterthought; it was in God’s plan all 
along. Christ rose the third day because it was “according to the 
scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:46). 
Jesus is risen to establish His authority. It was after His 
resurrection that He told His apostles, “All power is given unto Me in 
Heaven and in earth” (Matthew 28:18). His resurrection from the dead 
demonstrated His strength (Romans 1:4). His resurrection from the 
dead established His sovereignty (Romans 14:9). After preaching of 
the death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and witnesses of Jesus, 
Peter declared, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that God hath made that same Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). His resurrection shows Him to be the 
Lord, and the Lord is to be obeyed: “”And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). He has the authority to 
be heard. Because He rose up, mankind must listen up. 
Jesus is risen to justify mankind. Referring to Jesus, Paul said, 
“Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification” (Romans 4:24-25). The word “justification” indicates an 
acquittal. If Jesus had died for mankind but had not risen, there would 
be no mediator between God and man (I Timothy 2:5). However, 
because He rose again, Jesus is able to mediate for mankind and 
obtain an acquittal for the faithful.  
Jesus is risen to give mankind assurance. Christ’s resurrection is 
assurance that all men will be resurrected. “For if the dead rise not, 
then is Christ not raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is in 
vain; ye are yet in your sins” (I Corinthians 15:17-18). If Jesus had not 
risen, then man’s faith in Him would have been vain, there would have 
been no forgiveness of sins, and there would have been no assurance 
of a resurrection for men. Jesus’ resurrection makes faith full, forgives 
sins, and assures the resurrection for all mankind. Not only is Jesus’ 
resurrection an assurance for the resurrection of all men: it gives 
assurance of the accompanying judgment: “Because He hath 
appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness 
by that Man Whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead” 
(Acts 17:31). As an assurance of the resurrection of all men & of the 
judgment of all, Jesus’ resurrection is a motivator for men to live 
faithfully for Him. 
Jesus is risen to give mankind hope. Peter wrote that God “hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead” (I Peter 1:3). When Jesus vanquished the grave for 



	    

Attendance 
Service 

Time 
2020 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Bible	Study	 70	 n/a	
Sunday	AM	 100	 n/a	
Sunday	PM	 60	 n/a	
Wednesday	 60	 n/a	

Bible Reading 
Reading 

Plan 
2020 
Goal 

Last 
Week 

Daily	Readers	 45	 n/a	
Bible	in	2020	 45	 n/a	
NT	in	2020	 60	 n/a	
My	Plan	2020	 60	 n/a	
	

 
LAST WEEK 

Please submit all prayer requests in writing to Scott or Melissa Cain.  Please supply regular updates on each individual in order to keep 
the prayer list up-to-date.  For the sake of space, any name (except shut-ins) will be removed after four weeks unless a new update is 
received.  Thank you for helping us all to stay informed of the spiritual & physical needs of our members, friends, & family. 

NEEDING CARE & PRAYERS 
Our	Members	&	Visitors			
Kristen	Landis:	Needs	&	deserves	prayers	for	strength,	courage,	&	good	health	as	she	&	other	medical	professionals	continue	treating	

others	during	this	medical	crisis.	
Joey	Treat	Family:	Self-quarantined	at	home	while	recovering	from	what	they	are	confident	was	Coronavirus.	
Felix	Amparo	 Marcel	Birden	
Easter,	Pam,	Melanie,	&	Emanuel	Broadway	
Martha	Clark	 Khloe	Oubre	
John	&	Mary	Cullum	 Voncile	Lieteau	 	
Family	of	Josh	Patton	
Deanna	Royal	 Lillie	Smith	 	
Louise	Sylve	 Toni	Sylve	

Our	Shut-In	
Lorraine	Stephen:	Suffered	a	stroke	last	week	&	has	been	sent	to	Trish	&	Howard’s	home	with	

hospice	care.	

Our	Family	&	Friends		
Tina	Lance:	The	wife	of	Mark	Lance,	the	preacher	at	Chalmette;	doing	better	after	suffering	

breathing	difficulties	from	COVID-19.	
Augustine	Cobette:		Widow	of	James	Cobette.	Lost	her	brother	March	20th	&	one	of	her	sons	

March	21st.	
Family	of	Don	Gibson:		Dear	friend	of	Lori	Simmons	&	an	elder	of	the	University	Church	of	

Christ	in	Albuquerque,	NM.	Please	keep	his	family	&	especially	his	widow	Donna	in	prayer.	
Velma	Jenkins:		Aunt	of	Deanna	Royal;	was	sent	home	last	week	&	directed	to	quarantine.		
Family	of	Loretha	Starr:	Mother	of	Norman	Starr;	passed	away	Wednesday	at	the	age	of	101	
Garrett	Acquistapace		
Don	Blackwell	
Ruby	Bradd		
Rene	Lepine	
Mac	&	Chris	Meek	
Ruby	Sims	
Anthony	&	Claudia	Smith	
Melanie	Stern	
	

“Pray	without	ceasing.”	
1	Thessalonians	5:17	

NEW	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
UPCOMING	EVENTS:				
1. LIVE-STREAMED	WORSHIP	SERVICES	&	Bible	Classes	from	DeGaulle	Drive:	
	 	 Sunday	at	10AM	 	 	 Wednesday	Bible	Class	at	7PM	
	 	 Just	go	online	to	www.DeGaulleDrivecoc.com	&	select	DeGaulle	Drive	Live.	

	
2. LORD’S	SUPPER	SUPPLY	PICKUP:	April	18	from	10AM	to	12PM	at	DeGaulle	Drive.	

	
3. VIRTUAL	PTP:	Hear	2020	PTP	Lessons	presented	early		

	 Every	Tuesday	&	Thursday	at	7PM	–	Lessons	for	everyone	from	PTP	keynote	speakers	
	 Each	Saturday,	10:00-11:50AM	–	Women’s	sessions	will	be	mini-ladies’	days		
	 polishingthepulpit.com.	
	

4. “CONNECT”	ONLINE	GOSPEL	MEETING:	Available	through	Facebook	
	 6PM-9PM	–	Every	night	except	Sunday	&	Wednesday		
	 On	Facebook,	search	for	“Digital	Bible	Study”	or	“Connect	Online	Gospel	Meeting”	
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Himself, He gave men the living hope that they too can be 
victorious over death. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (I 
Corinthians 15:55-57). He conquered death so that man 
could have hope of the same.  
Jesus is risen to give mankind salvation. Not only did 
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection make salvation 
available to mankind, but it also illustrated what man must do 
to receive salvation. As Paul said, “Know ye not, that so many 
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of 
His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection” 
(Romans 6:3-5). Jesus died, was buried, and rose again to 
provide salvation: mankind must likewise die to sins, be 
buried in baptism, and raise again to walk in newness of life 
in order to receive salvation. A soul is saved when that soul is 
baptized per the authority of Jesus, and it is the resurrection 
of Jesus that made this possible: “The like figure whereunto 
even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away 
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 
3:21 – emphasis added: DSC). Baptism saves because the 
same power that resurrected Jesus from physical death 
resurrects the obedient believer from spiritual death. 
Jesus is risen to motivate man to live faithfully. Having 
discussed Christ’s resurrection and how it pertains to the 
promised resurrection of mankind, Paul concluded what is 
often called the “Great Resurrection Chapter” with the 
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following words: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58). 
Knowing that Jesus’ resurrection was confirmation that 
all would inevitably rise from the dead to kneel in 
judgment, why would any soul spend the remaining 
uncertain days of life doing anything but living for 
Jesus? 
In view of these truths, Christians must never turn 
Jesus’ resurrection into an annual formal affair; to do 
so would be to forget the reasons that He triumphed 
over the tomb. The sinless Savior snapped the 
shackles of death because it was needed by man, was 
foretold by prophecy, established His authority, 
enabled Him to justify the faithful, gave mankind 
assurance and hope, provided and illustrated salvation, 
and served as evidence to motivate Christians to 
faithful living. Christians today must remember Jesus’ 
victory with the same fervor and frequency as the first 
century church. Anything less is not enough. 
Jesus has done all that He can possibly do to save 
each soul. His resurrection can accomplish nothing 
more. Man’s need has been met, prophecy has been 
fulfilled, Christ’s authority is established, the faithful 
can be justified, and assurance and hope are available. 
Now the decision lies with each individual (Acts 2:40). 
Each soul must ask two questions: “Have I received 
the salvation that is both provided by and pictured in 
Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection?” and, “Have I 
lived faithfully for Him Who died for me?” If not, why 
not? He is risen. He is waiting. 


