
    

 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

• John Cullum, September 2nd 

• Voncile Lieteau, September 6th 

• Margaret Spahr, September 16th 

• Quintona Sylve, September 21st 

• Jackie Keith, September 25th 

• Carol Byes, September 27th 

• Ewlene Harris, September 30th 

• Jennifer Riddick, September 30th 

• Chanel Smith, September 30th 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS    
• WNFTM September 28, 2022 

• DeGaulle Drive Lectureship October 26, 2022 

 

 

 

 



    

Is the Bible Class Arrangement Scriptural? pt.2 

Written by Wayne Jackson 

One manner by which the scriptures teach is by the 

recognition and application of principles — principles 

grounded in common sense and timeless truth. 

Any serious student is aware that the Bible acknowledges 
what may be characterized as the “gradation” principle. 
Exactly what is meant by this expression? 

It is a concept that recognizes that people come with 
varying abilities and experiences, at different ages, etc., 
hence, may need to be taught differently, depending upon 
those variants. Reflect upon the following.  

Different abilities 

In both the parable of the “talents,” and that of the 
“pounds” (Mt. 25:14-30; Lk. 19:11-27), recognition is given 
to the well-known reality that people have divergent 
abilities. 

It is folly to think, therefore, that each of these categories 
may be taught effectively (in a long-range, broad program 
of instruction) in precisely the same way. 

A classification of abilities at the very least suggests a 
gradation of accelerated levels of teaching. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning Bible Class         9:00 AM                                                                                                                                                                                            
Morning Worship            10:00 AM 
Evening Worship             6:00 PM  
 

MID-WEEK SERVICES 

Tuesday Ladies Class       10:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM 
 

ELDERS 

Wes Arabie           (504) 858-2881 
Howard Goodale            (504) 319-3572 
Steve Tucker                   (504) 812-2617 
 

DEACONS 

Tyrone Barthelemy        (504) 610-8449 
Jerome Riddick               (504) 390-0514  
 

EVANGELISTS  

Anthony Dismuke          (757) 915-3321 
Wes Arabie                     (504) 858-2881 
  

SECRETARY 

Jennifer Barthelemy     (504) 417-5667  
 

BENEVOLENCE 

Childhaven of Cullman, AL 
 

MEDIA 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 

Good News Today 
In Search of the Lord’s Way  
 

MISSION 

Guam: Joey & Tammy Treat 
jtntreat@yahoo.com 
  

Hungary: Curry Montague 
Curry.monta@gmail.com 
 

India:  
 

PREACHER TRAINING  

Memphis School of Preaching 

 
 

 

 

September 11, 2022  

4700 General DeGaulle Drive New Orleans, LA 70131 
Office phone: (504) 392-4110 
www.DegaulleDrivecoc.com 
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Weak and strong 

The scriptures make a distinction between the “weak” and the “strong” (Rom. 14), and 

between “meat” and “milk” (Heb. 5:12ff). 

Surely a clear-reasoning person can see that a “class” arrangement, designed to 

accommodate different levels of education, spiritual longevity, and other similar 

variables is but a reflection of the sacred wisdom set forth in these principles. 

Divergent needs 

The New Testament recognizes the need for different sorts of topical themes, grounded, 

for example, in social differences. 

In several of his epistles, Paul addresses distinctive classes of individuals, depending 

upon their particular needs, e.g., husbands and wives, servants and masters, 

elders/deacons and “non-official” Christians, teachers and students, the needy (e.g. 

widows) and those responsible for their welfare, the aged versus the younger, and the 

responsibilities of men as distinguished from women. 

If an inspired apostle recognized the principle of gradation, even in his brief epistles, 

how much more should a prudent leadership acknowledge the wisdom of such in the 

general configuration of congregational education? 

Binding Pattern? 

What the anti-class faction cannot show is that there is a binding pattern requiring the 

assembled church to stay in one room with one teacher on every occasion. 

This is an unfounded position that makes law, rather than respecting the expedient 

liberty and congregational autonomy. 

Paul gave specific instructions to a church that regulated how the congregation was to 

conduct itself in certain situations (as in the Corinthian case). But these instructions no 

more bind this as an exclusive pattern than does the fact that the church in Ephesus met 

in a private home (1 Cor. 16:19) demands such as an exclusive facility in which to 

assemble. 

Finally, to suggest that the class arrangement is somehow in violation of the numerous 

passages prohibiting church division is one of the most incredible misappropriations of 

scripture imaginable. 

One might as well contend that the assembly auditorium must be undivided by a center 

aisle or that the people must all sit on a single pew in the interest of “unity.” With all 

due respect, the Lord did not intend for his people to abandon common sense in their 

approach to the New Testament. 

If some Christians do not wish to utilize the “class” arrangement for teaching the Bible, 

that is their affair. Brethren should love them nonetheless. 

If factious spirits make laws that divide the larger body of Christ, such is a sin that 

deserves the strongest censure. 



    

 

News & Notes    

• Bible School Emphasis   continues through the 25th. Our theme this year is “Wonderful Words 

of Life. We want to encourage everyone to make a special effort to attend Bible Class at each 

regularly scheduled time as we grow in knowledge, faith and closer to God. Please encourage 

those in your class.  

• Christian Challenge for the month of September is now available in the foyer.  

• Ladies Bible Class will start September 13th at 10 AM. The course of study will be 

“Overcoming Sin”. All ladies are encouraged to attend.  

• Fall Workday is scheduled for September 17th. We will begin at 9:00 AM and lunch will 

be provided. Please plan to come and enjoy the fellowship as we fix up and clean up in and 

around the building and property. 

• If you need a hearing device to aid you throughout the services, please ask the one who is 

working the sound room for help in this matter. In effort to make sure all of our service is 

heard by everyone; we are asking the brethren who speak in anyway during worship 

service to go up to the microphone to complete their duty. 

• We are asking that no food, beverages, or liquids of any type be brought into the auditorium.  

 

 

Prayer List 
 

•  Melissa Lizarraga and family, Janell Dedeaux, Martha Ruddy, Torri Barnes, Frank Jenkins, Luiz 

Rodriguez, Melissa Lepine, Norma Martinez, Lillie Smith, Don and Margaret Robinson, Joey 

Treat Family, Ewlene Harris, Ruby Sims, Chris Lewis 

• Cathy Singleton has repented of her sins and desires prayers on her behalf as she strives be faithful 

to the Lord.    

• BJ Clarke’s wife, Tish, is now at home recovering from her surgery. She is progressing well at this 

time. Let us continue to keep them in prayer.  

• Deanna Royal has repented of sin and asks for prayers.  

 

Any prayer requests or announcements that need to be made, please submit in writing to Jennifer 

or Anthony before Thursday. 
 


