
    

 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

• John Cullum, September 2nd 

• Voncile Lieteau, September 6th 

• Margaret Spahr, September 16th 

• Quintona Sylve, September 21st 

• Jackie Keith, September 25th 

• Carol Byes, September 27th 

• Ewlene Harris, September 30th 

• Jennifer Riddick, September 30th 

• Chanel Smith, September 30th 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS    
• Teacher Appreciation September 10th, 2022  

• WNFTM September 28, 2022 

• DeGaulle Drive Lectureship October 26, 2022 

 

 

 

 



    

Is the Bible Class Arrangement Scriptural? 
Written by Wayne Jackson 

Is it in harmony with New Testament teaching for churches to separate 
into Bible classes that accommodate various groups according to each 
aggregation’s special needs? 

Some years ago some folks developed the idea that when the church 
comes together to worship God, there must be no dividing of that body 
into individual Bible classes. 

These misguided folks refused fellowship with other Christians who 
conducted organized Bible studies via the class method. Their insistence 
upon an undivided assembly fractured the body of Christ and created 
significant division. 

Such a schism was (and is) worthy of a kindly, though appropriate, 
rebuke. 

No one to this writer’s knowledge has ever contended that the church 
absolutely must teach by means of the class arrangement. Such would 
involve making binding law where there is none. 

On the other hand, to forbid others to utilize the class method of 
teaching is also a transgression. It similarly creates a man-made law. 

Moreover, it reflects a lack of understanding of some important biblical 
principles. 

Expediency 

At the base of this divisive error is the failure to understand the 
difference between specific and generic law. 

Specific law is a divinely imposed obligation in which the manner of its 
implementation is dictated by the command itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning Bible Class         9:00 AM                                                                                                                                                                                            
Morning Worship            10:00 AM 
Evening Worship             6:00 PM  
 

MID-WEEK SERVICES 

Tuesday Ladies Class       10:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM 
 

ELDERS 

Wes Arabie           (504) 858-2881 
Howard Goodale            (504) 319-3572 
Steve Tucker                   (504) 812-2617 
 

DEACONS 

Tyrone Barthelemy        (504) 610-8449 
Jerome Riddick               (504) 390-0514  
 

EVANGELISTS  

Anthony Dismuke          (757) 915-3321 
Wes Arabie                     (504) 858-2881 
  

SECRETARY 

Jennifer Barthelemy     (504) 417-5667  
 

BENEVOLENCE 

Childhaven of Cullman, AL 
 

MEDIA 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 

Good News Today 
In Search of the Lord’s Way  
 

MISSION 

Guam: Joey & Tammy Treat 
jtntreat@yahoo.com 
  

Hungary: Curry Montague 
Curry.monta@gmail.com 
 

India:  
 

PREACHER TRAINING  

Memphis School of Preaching 

 
 

 

 

September 4, 2022  

4700 General DeGaulle Drive New Orleans, LA 70131 
Office phone: (504) 392-4110 
www.DegaulleDrivecoc.com 

 

mailto:jtntreat@yahoo.com
mailto:Curry.monta@gmail.com


    

 
The command “preach the gospel” (Mk. 16:15) sets forth the obligation to “preach.” But it also defines the 
content of the message — the redemption through Christ and information related to our salvation. 
Here’s another example. The Lord instituted his memorial supper consisting of bread and fruit of the vine. He 
further commanded, “this do” (Lk. 22:19; cf. 1 Cor. 11:24). In issuing the command as he did, he limited the 
communion elements to the items specified. 
However, a command that is specific in one way may well be generic in another. 
For instance, one may not add “doctrines of men” to the “gospel” as a hybrid mixture. However, the medium 
through which one proclaims the gospel may be face-to-face, through literature, radio, television or the 
internet. In reference to the Lord’s Supper, we cannot substitute or add elements to the bread and fruit of 
the vine. That doesn’t mean, though, that the church is banned from using utensils to distribute the supper. 
Such items are expediencies. 
When the Hebrews writer said, “forsake not the assembling of yourselves together” (Heb. 10:25), the Holy 
Spirit implies a place for assembling. But the scriptures leave the type of place to the judgment of Christians. 
In the first century, they assembled in public temple areas (Acts 2:46), in private homes (1 Cor. 16:19) and 
even in a public schools (Acts 19:9). 
Similarly, there are numerous New Testament contexts in which the obligations of the church to teach and to 
be taught by competent teachers are set forth, either explicitly or implicitly (Acts 20:28, 31-32; Eph. 4:11ff; 2 
Tim. 2:2; 4:1f; 2 Pet. 3:18; etc.). 
The generic responsibility to teach does not contain an explicit pattern that regulates every instructional 
environment. A failure to recognize this principle has led to unauthorized division. Some folks assume that 
since there is a general worship assembly on the Lord’s day, all church teaching must be done within the 
confines of that specific assembly. That assumption cannot be established biblically. 
Before leaving the matter of expediency, perhaps this notation is appropriate (for the benefit of any who may 
not really comprehend the nature of “expediency”). 
Expediency is not to be equated with the disposition that disdains Bible authority and advocates that one 
may autocratically encroach upon the “silence of the scriptures” by fabricating a personal, theological 
agenda. There can be no expediency without authority. 
Generic authority, as illustrated above, provides the basis of expediency. Innovators, i.e., advocates of the 
“will-worship” philosophy (Colossians 2:23), would compliment themselves by learning this principle. 
“One Place” 
Advocates of the “no class” dogma generally hang their case on two passages — 1 Corinthians 11:20 and 
14:23 in which the expression “in one place” is found, presumably with reference to the common Lord’s day 
assembly of the church. 
While these texts reference occasions when the entire congregation was assembled, it by no means demands 
that on every occasion when the church meets it must assemble in one room. 
Not long after the Jerusalem church was organized, the number of saints in that city numbered possibly 
10,000 (see Acts 4:4, which calculates males only). It is highly unlikely that they had an accommodation that 
facilitated an assembly of perhaps 10,000 believers (not to mention children) in one room! 
The two “one place” proof-texts (cited above) pertain to the Corinthian church. That congregation had many 
members (Acts 18:8, 10). Further, since Paul labored in the city for eighteen months after the initial 
conversion surge (Acts 18:11). 
In consideration of these facts, it must be acknowledged that this church was required either to segment into 
smaller congregations (though the term “church” in the singular is used exclusively of God’s people in this 
city — 1 Cor. 1:2) or else these folks could not assemble unless they had a facility with a room large enough in 
which the whole church could come together. 
In these two Corinthian texts, the issues addressed dealt with congregational procedure (such as the 
atmosphere of nondiscrimination, peace, and orderliness), not the size of the worship facility. 
As a matter of fact, Paul’s use of “if” (ean) in 1 Corinthians 14:23, implies that there might well have been 
occasions when the church was not assembled as a whole body in one place. Professor Gordon Fee argues 
that the expression here employed may well suggest a single gathering in contrast to the Corinthian 
Christians meeting at other times in various homes (683) 

…Continued next week…. 
 
 



    

 

News & Notes    

• Bible School Emphasis begins today and will continue through the 25th. Our theme this year is 

“Wonderful Words of Life. We want to encourage everyone to make a special effort to attend 

Bible Class at each regularly scheduled time as we grow in knowledge, faith and closer to 

God. Please encourage those in your class.  

• Bible School: Our Fall quarter begins with Promotion Day today 

• Christian Challenge for the month of September is now available in the foyer.  

• Ladies Bible Class will start September 13th at 10 AM. The course of study will be 

“Overcoming Sin”. All ladies are encouraged to attend.  

• Fall Workday is scheduled for September 17th. We will begin at 9:00 AM and lunch will 

be provided. Please plan to come and enjoy the fellowship as we fix up and clean up in and 

around the building and property. 

• If you need a hearing device to aid you throughout the services, please ask the one who is 

working the sound room for help in this matter. In effort to make sure all of our service is 

heard by everyone; we are asking the brethren who speak in anyway during worship 

service to go up to the microphone to complete their duty. 

• We are asking that no food, beverages, or liquids of any type be brought into the auditorium.  

 

 

Prayer List 
 

•  Melissa Lizarraga and family, Janell Dedeaux, Martha Ruddy, Torri Barnes, Frank Jenkins, Luiz 

Rodriguez, Melissa Lepine, Norma Martinez, Lillie Smith, Don and Margaret Robinson, Joey 

Treat Family, Ewlene Harris, Ruby Sims, Chris Lewis 

• Cathy Singleton has repented of her sins and desires prayers on her behalf as she strives be faithful 

to the Lord.  

• Michelle Lacaze is requesting prayers on behalf of her friend Stephen; he had a heart attack last 

week.    

• BJ Clarke’s wife, Tish, is now at home recovering from her surgery. She is progressing well at this 

time. Let us continue to keep them in prayer.  

 

Any prayer requests or announcements that need to be made, please submit in writing to Jennifer 

or Anthony before Thursday. 
 


