
    

 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

• Claire Buckley, November 2nd 

• Kimolyn Brooks, November 2nd 

• Jeff Lacaze, November 3rd 

• Norman Starr, November 5th 

• Izabella Blancaneaux, November 19th 

• Raven Dismuke, November 19th 

• Benjamin Blancaneaux, November 23rd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS    
• WNFTM November 16, 2022 

• General Assembly November 23, 2022 

• Christian Challenge Banquet January 14, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

Church Growth: By the Gospel or By Gimmicks?  
On the first Pentecost following the resurrection of the Lord, the church 
of Christ exploded in to existence. 

Under the supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit, the apostles, for the 
very first time, proclaimed the full facts of the gospel message—
namely, that Jesus of Nazareth had been crucified and buried, but that 
he had been raised from the dead and was now in heaven. 

When the Jews who were assembled on that auspicious occasion heard 
these glad tidings, they exclaimed: “What shall we do?”, expressing an 
interest in obtaining pardon for their complicity in the death of the 
Messiah. The inspired response was: “Repent and be baptized, everyone 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 

We are subsequently informed that those who happily embraced the 
apostolic message were immersed, and “there were added in that day 
about three thousand souls” (2:41). Since the Greek text is a bit 
ambiguous here, it cannot be affirmed absolutely that the entire 3,000 
were immersed that day. It is possible that this total included those who 
had been baptized earlier by John the Baptist and the Lord’s disciples 
(cf. Mt. 3:5; Mk.1:4; Jn 4:1-2). 

Be that as it may, the church was off to a roaring start. In fact, the body 
of the saved grew “day by day” (2:47). Within a very short time, the 
number of men alone was about 5,000 (Acts 4:4). It is a thrilling 
exercise to trace the amazing growth of the primitive church as that 
expansion is revealed in the book of Acts. It has been estimated that by 
the end of the second century A.D., those who professed Christianity in 
the Roman empire numbered some 60 million souls (Hurlbut, 68). See 
also, The Origin of Christianity. Whether many of these were genuine 
Christians might be questioned. Nevertheless, it is beyond dispute that 
the early church experienced a phenomenal growth. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning Bible Class         9:00 AM                                                                                                                                                                                            
Morning Worship            10:00 AM 
Evening Worship             6:00 PM  
 

MID-WEEK SERVICES 

Tuesday Ladies Class       10:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM 
 

ELDERS 

Wes Arabie           (504) 858-2881 
Howard Goodale            (504) 319-3572 
Steve Tucker                   (504) 812-2617 
 

DEACONS 

Tyrone Barthelemy        (504) 610-8449 
Jerome Riddick               (504) 390-0514  
 

EVANGELISTS  

Anthony Dismuke          (757) 915-3321 
Wes Arabie                     (504) 858-2881 
  

SECRETARY 

Jennifer Barthelemy     (504) 417-5667  
 

BENEVOLENCE 

Childhaven of Cullman, AL 
 

MEDIA 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 

Good News Today 
In Search of the Lord’s Way  
 

MISSION 

Guam: Joey & Tammy Treat 
jtntreat@yahoo.com 
  

Hungary: Curry Montague 
Curry.monta@gmail.com 
 

India:  
 

PREACHER TRAINING  

Memphis School of Preaching 
Brown Trail School of Preaching  

 
 

 

 
 

November 13, 2022  

4700 General DeGaulle Drive New Orleans, LA 70131 
Office phone: (504) 392-4110 
www.DegaulleDrivecoc.com 

 

https://christiancourier.com/articles/83-origin-of-christianity-the
mailto:jtntreat@yahoo.com
mailto:Curry.monta@gmail.com


    

 

As one reflects upon the rapid spread of the gospel in the apostolic era and compares that 

excitement with the almost snail-like pace of the current church (at least as it is in America), one is bound to 

wonder: “What are we doing wrong?” “Why isn’t Christianity growing today as it did in the 1st century?” We 

fervently long to see the church dramatically expand today. What on earth can we do to remedy this 

situation? 

It is at this point that a certain disposition develops in some—that almost borders on panic. We are so 

desperate to see the church move forward with great momentum that we become vulnerable to high 

pressure tactics and bizarre methods of evangelism; methods that actually do not effect genuine church 

growth. They are, in fact, harmful. Ultimately they leave us disillusioned and in a state of disarray. Perhaps it 

would not be inappropriate to illustrate this point with a couple of current examples. 

Modern Examples of Church Growth Gimmickry 

Several years ago, a number of congregations that sensed a greater need for evangelistic fervor became 

enchanted with a fad commonly known as the “Crossroads Movement.” Without going into detail (there is 

much good literature available which analyzes the system), it is sufficient to note that this movement 

boasted of a tremendous number of conversions, which naturally made it appealing. 

What many failed to recognize, however, was that this concept was a humanly devised bondage system of 

regimented church growth which robbed its devotees of both personal and evangelistic liberty in a number of 

ways. In many respects it was similar to the Watchtower system in its methodology. Its destructive thrust is 

clearly revealed in the fruit it has produced—scores of churches were left in a state of shambles! This is a 

terrible price to pay for misguided zeal. 

Another ideology in vogue these days is the “ministering-to-the-whole-man” concept. It is really the subtle 

notion that the gospel is not intriguing enough to capture the honest person’s attention. We need more—

some new angle—to elicit public interest. Hence, some churches are implementing multifaceted programs 

which provide a variety of community services. One can read of churches offering aerobic exercise classes, 

weight-loss clinics, art sessions, community movies, sports activities, odd entertainment, such as “Quack, 

quack” theology, etc. Such programs are designed to serve as “bait” for the gospel. 

There are two observations that can be made concerning such matters. First, there is not the remotest 

indication that the original disciples, under the leadership of inspired teachers, resorted to this type of 

gimmickry in an attempt to facilitate the spread of Christ’s message. 

Second, it has become painfully apparent that the “gospel” these groups are preaching is but a thin veneer of 

solid truth. Considerable sound doctrine has been filtered out, and a new denomination is being evolved. 

Some of these brethren obviously mean well, but their biblical ignorance is rendering a great disservice to the 

cause of Christ. 

CONTINUED NEXT WEEK……. 

 

 



    

 

 

News & Notes   

• We are asking that no food, beverages, or liquids of any type be brought into the auditorium.  

• The Christian Challenge for the month of November is now available for pick up.  

• The Christian Challenge box is now in the foyer. Please fill out a sheet with your name,  

the number of challenges you’ve completed, and how the challenges have helped you 

this year.  

• The following pantry items are needed packaged in regular sizes. Canned Items: tuna, 

tomato soup, potatoes, vegetarian beans, pears, whole corn, and carrots. Bagged or 

Boxed: elbow macaroni, dry mashed potatoes, brown rice (2lbs), and blackeye peas. 

Boxed: dry breakfast cereal and macaroni & cheese. Jarred or Bottled: grape jelly and 

ketchup. Seasonings: salt and pepper. 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

•  Luiz Rodriguez, Melissa Lizarraga and family, Martha Ruddy, Melissa Lepine, Norma Martinez, 

Lillie Smith, Don and Margaret Robinson, Joey Treat Family, Ewlene Harris, Ruby Sims, Chris 

Lewis, Boyce Edwards, Sr, Melanie Moorman  

•  Emily Williams recently received great news that her scans came back clear. She is scheduled for 

thyroid surgery December 2nd . Let us continue to pray on her behalf.  

• BJ Clarke’s wife, Tish, is being treated for Stage 4 brain cancer. “She continues to have a positive 

attitude and is facing each moment with faith and courage!” -BJ Clarke. Let us continue to keep 

them in prayer. 

• Joey Treat was diagnosed with diverticulitis and colitis. He will remain in the states a couple of 

months longer until it is under control.  

• Jerome Riddick’s friend, Gordon Dalrymple, has been diagnosed with cancer. Please remember 

him in prayer.  

 

 

Any prayer requests or announcements that need to be made, please submit in writing to Jennifer 

or Anthony before Thursday. 
 


